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ABSTRACT 
by John A .  Holak  
Dr .  John Mi l ton Strahl : His L ife and Professi onal 
Contributions to Physical Education and 
Athletics at Greenvi l l e  Col l ege 
Advi sor: Dr. Wi l l i am Bucke l l ew 
Purpose of the Study: The purpose of the study was to col l ect and 
arrange information l eading to a comp i l ed hi story that wou l d  accurately 
record the l i fe and professional contributions of Dr. John M. Strahl to 
physical education and athletics at Greenv i l l e  Col l ege. Another i ntent 
of the thesis was to bring i nto focus the significant effect of one man 
on an i nstitution of hi gher education , a national organizati on, and 
numerous students and col leagues. 
Procedure: The hi storical method of research was used to comp i l e  the 
bi ographical information necessary to compl ete the study. The primary 
source of information was Strahl ; however, extensive use was made of 
questionnaire responses and personal i nterviews. The study depended 
heavi ly on information gathered from the 1949 through 1979 i ssues of 
The Papyrus and Vi sta, both publ ications of the Greenvi l l e  Col l ege 
Student Association. Related i nformation from O l i vet Nazarene Col l ege 
and Taylor Uni versi ty was also read. 
Fi ndings: John Strahl has taught and coached at Greenv i l l e  Col l ege for 
thi rty years. During those years, Strahl served his i nstitution by 
developing both the physi cal education and athletic departments i nto two 
of the l argest on campus. He coached al l seven of the men ' s  varsi ty 
sports and made a l asting i mpact on the l i ves of h is  athletes and stu­
dents. 
Strahl ' s  contributions were not l i mited to Greenvi l l e Col l ege. 
Early i n  his career he involved himself i n  the groundwork of the 
National Association of Intercol l egi ate Athl etics (NAIA) and became the 
presi dent of that organi zation after serving in every posi tion of the 
structure of the NAIA. Hi s l eadership in the NAIA was recognized by his 
selection to the United States Olympic Committee. 
The i nvestigation reveal ed that the majority of Strahl ' s  former 
athl etes and h is  peers agree that he had a positive i nfl uence on the 
growth of physical education and athletics and on the l i ves of those 
people  with whom he taught, coached, and worked. 
Concl usions: A significant influence of one man on his particular 
profession and on hi gher education in general has been made by John M. 
Strahl . One of the most successful i ndividual s at Greenvil l e  Col l ege , 
he has al so been one of the more i nfl uential and popular figures in the 
ranks of the National Association of Interco l l egiate Athletics (NAIA) 
and the United States Olympic Committee (USOC) .  
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Chapter 1 
INTRODUCTION 
The purpose of the study was to col l ect and arrange informati on 
l eading to a comp i l ed hi story that would accurately record the l i fe and 
professional contributions to physical education and athletics at Green­
vi l l e  Col l ege of Dr. John Mi l ton Strahl . Another i ntent of the thesi s  
was to bring i nto focus the s ignificant effect o f  one man o n  an i nsti­
tution of higher education, a national organi zation, and numerous stu­
dents and col l eagues. 
Need for the Study 
It i s  rare for a man of humble begi nni ngs to exert such a strong 
i nfl uence over a great number of people as has John Strahl . Coming from 
the oi l fields of New Phi l adelphia, Ohio, he began as a youth to learn 
about the meaning of l i fe and death i n  the battl efields of Europe during 
World War I I .  He took these lessons to heart, applying them to a career 
of teachi ng and coaching,  and to leading young men and women i nto l i ves 
that have made a contribution to the good of society. 
Strahl recently completed thi rty years of service to Greenv i l l e  
Col l ege as a teacher, coach, and admi nistrator. During those years he 
developed both the physical educati on and the athletic departments i nto 
two of the l argest on campus. He coached a l l  seven of the men ' s  varsity 
sports and made a l ast.i ng i mpact on the l i ves of h is  athletes. 
1 
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H is  accomp l i shments i n  the worl d ' s  l argest national sma l l  col-
l ege organization of athletics for col l ege men (National Association for 
Interco l l egi ate Athletics -- NAIA) and h i s  leadership contributions to 
the governing body representing the l argest parti cipating group of 
athletes in the Olympics (United States Olympic Committee -- USOC) were 
notable and deserve recognition .  
Strahl ' s  peers and athletes have admired h is  easy-going style as 
one to be emulated. Charles C .  Carrol l commented,  "Dr. Strahl i s  
bas i ca l l y  the same person regardless of where you meet him.  I have had 
student teachers from Greenv i l l e  Col l ege say they wish they cou ld  be 
exactly l i ke Coach Strahl . 111 
The need for this study was aptly expressed by Robert Briner i n  
h i s  written presentation when John Strahl was conferred the honorary 
doctorate of education degree on September 2 ,  1976, during the eighty­
fi fth convocation of Greenvi l l e  Col l ege. 
It i s  no accident that the physi cal education department i s  one 
of the l argest on campus , that its graduates are among the i nsti­
tuti on ' s  most i l l ustri ous , and that many of these graduates serve 
Greenvi l l e  Col lege i n  key rol es.  It is  no accident that Greenvi l l e  
Col l ege i s  i nternational ly  known and respected i n  i nterco l l egi ate 
athletics , professional sports , and physi cal education c i rcles .  No , 
these things did  not happen � accident. I n  a very l arge measure, 
John Strahl made them happen -- encouraged and assi sted by his  wife 
and e�rly col l eague, June , and under the d iv ine gui dance of our 
lord. 
This study was completed as a vehicle  to honor Or. John Mi l ton 
Strahl and for the benefit of the future generations of students , 
1Personal correspondence between Charles C .  Carro l l  and the 
writer, July 30 to August 8 ,  1979. 
2From the text of "Citation to Present John Mi l ton Strahl for 
the Conferral of an Honorary Degree , 11 written by Robert Briner, read by 
Dr. Robert E .  Smith on September 2 ,  1976 , at Greenv i l l e  Col l ege i n  
Greenv i l l e ,  I l l i no i s .  
faculty, and staff who wi l l  be affected by his contributions to Green­
v i l l e  Col l ege. 
Scope of the Study 
Over the course of thi rty years of service to Greenvi l l e  
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Col l ege , John Strahl contributed substantially to the devel opment of the 
physical education and athletic departments. The study was l i mi ted to 
those contributions and to his achievements i n  both the National Assa-
ciation of Intercol legi ate Athletics and the United States Olympic 
Committee. The background and i nfl uences of John Strahl have been 
reviewed i n  thi s study. 
Limitations of the Study 
The study was l imited i n  data gathering because i t  was an hi s-
torical thes i s .  The primary source o f  information was Strahl ; however, 
extensive use was made of questionnaire responses and personal i nter-
views. (See Appendixes A and B . ) The study depended heavi l y  on infor­
mation gathered from the 1949 through 1979 i ssues of The Papyrus and 
Vi sta , both pub l i cations of the Greenv i l l e  Col l ege Student Association. 
Method of Research 
Accordi ng to Clarke and Cl arke, hi story brings together i nfor­
mation about past events and relates a true account of. what happened. 3 
The hi storical method of research was used to comp i l e  the biographical 
3oavid H. Cl arke and H. Harrison Cl arke, Research Processes i n  
Physical Educati on, Recreation, and Health (Englewood C l i ffs ,  
New Jersey: Prentice-Hal l ,  1970), p. 63. 
4 
i n formation necessary to complete the study. The problem was defined, 
the data gathered, eval uated, and synthesi zed i nto an accurate chronic l e  
of the subject, according to the expectations o f  the hi storical method. 
Cl arke i nfers that two sources exist for col l ecting hi storical data 
primary and secondary. 4 Both types of sources have been uti l i zed. 
Much of the data was amassed from personal i ntervi ews with the 
subject. Questionnaires were mai led to 133 of Strahl ' s  former athletes 
and peers. (See Appendixes A and B. ) Responses were received from 
sixty-seven i ndi vidual s .  Personal l etters which provided additi onal 
i ns ights were i ncl uded i n  eight of the returned questionnaires. A 
thorough search for rel ated material was made of The Papyrus and V i sta , 
years 1949 through 1979. Also researched were the 1946, 1947, and 1948 
editions of The Aurora, the yearbook of O l ivet Nazarene Col lege and the 
1949 i ssues of the Ol ivet G l i mmer Gl ass , and the 1949 Taylor University 
Gem. Two extensive tel ephone i nterviews were conducted with Jean 
(Strah l )  Gob l e ,  John Strahl ' s  twin si ster. A review of Greenvi l l e  
Col l ege newspapers and yearbooks from the years 1948 through 1980 was 
successful i n  l ocating valuab l e  data. The i ndividual sports rosters and 
records were l ocated i n  a search of the sports record fi les  of the 
col l ege ' s  athletic department. The subject's personal bi ographical 
col lection was a valuab l e  resource to the data gathering process .  
The abi l i ty to present accurate data i s  judged by the proper 
i nterpretation of the data. Information was exam i ned by the use of 
external and i nternal criticism to determine both the authenticity and 
accuracy of information.  
4Ib id ,  p .  67. 
5 
Defini tion of Terms 
The fol l owing expressions i ncl uded i n  the study are defined i n  
detai l to afford the reader a c l ear understanding of their usage within 
the study. 
NAIA 
The National Association of Interco l l egiate Athletics i s  an 
organization consisting of four-year col leges of smal l and moderate 
enro l l ments. The mai n purpose of the organi zation i s  to develop i nter-
col l egiate athletic programs as an i ntegral part of the total educa-
ti onal program of the col l ege rather than as a separate commercial or 
promotional adjunct. Seventeen national championships are sponsored to 
provide national competition for school s of l i ke f inancial standing and 
phi l osophy of athl eti cs. 5 
I . C . C . C. 
The I . C . C . C . i s  the I l l i nois  Church Col l ege Conference. Green-
vi l l e  was affi l i ated with this conference from December 1 ,  1952, unti l 
it  di sbanned i n  May , 1953. Conference members were McKendree , 
Shurtl eff , Princip i a ,  Eureka, and Greenvi l le Col l eges. 6 
P . C . C .  
The Prai rie Col l ege Conference was Greenvi l l e ' s  athletic con-
ference affi l i ation from November 24 , 1952, unti l i t  di sbanned i n  
5Margaret F isk ,  ed. , "National Organi zations of the U. S .  , " 
Encycl opedia of Associations (7th ed. ; Detroi t: Gal e Research Company, 
1971) , p. 1063. 
6The Papyrus (Greenvi l l e  Col l ege,  Greenvi l l e ,  I l l i no i s ) ,  
December 5 ,  1952 , p .  4 ,  col . 1. 
May, 1977. Charter members were Greenv i l l e ,  Eureka, McKendree, 
Shurtleff, Principia ,  Bl ackburn, Concordia Semi nary (Springfi eld) , and 
Rose Poly Technical Institute. Others hol di ng membership at some point 
6 
before di sbanning were I l l i nois  Col l ege , Iowa Wesleyan, O l i vet Nazarene, 
and MacMurray Col l eges. 
Greenvi lle  Col lege 
Greenvi l le Col l ege i s  a four-year , ful ly-accredited , co-educa­
tional , Christian l iberal arts col l ege l ocated i n  Greenvi l l e ,  I l l i noi s ,  
fi fty mi 1 es east of St. Loui s ,  Missouri . "Greenvi 11 e Co 11 ege i s  open to 
a l l  qual i fied students of any faith who seek a l iberal education taught 
and i nterpreted withi n the context of an evange l i cal Christian per­
suasion. 11 7 
According to the i nstitution ' s catalog the expectations of the 
col l ege are establ i shed by Bibl ical principles .  The criteria set by l aw 
al so apply as does the general phi l osophy of the col l ege. 
Concurrent with the expectations , guide l i nes, and regulations i s  the 
"whole student" approach of the col l ege toward its consti tuency. "The 
academic program, the participation i n  co-curricul ar acti vities , and a l l  
of the enriching i nformal experiences on campus are desi gned to empha-
size that man ' s  recogni tion of his  rel igious dimension l ies at the core 
of a sound l i beral education. 118 
NAIA Hal l of Fame -- Meritorious Service 
The basic  aim of the NAIA Hal l of Fame program i s  to honor men 
7Greenvi l l e  Col l ege Catalog, 1980-81, (Greenvi l le Col lege, 
Greenvi l le, I l l i nois) , p. 4 ,  col . 1. 
8Ibid.  
who, by reason of outstanding service to i ntercol l egiate athletics over 
a period of years , deserve the accolades of their fel l ow men. Those 
sel ected in the "Meritorious Service" category must have, over a period 
7 
of years , exhibited a dedication and l oyal ty to intercol legi ate ath­
l etics which is in keeping with NAIA ' s  philosophy. Their work must have 
made concrete contributions to the wel fare of intercol l egiate athl etics 
and be so recognized by their fel l ow coaches. 9 
United States Olympic Committee 
The United States Olympic Committee is a federation of amateur 
sports governing bodies and coll ege conferences constituting the 
governing body in the " representation" of the United States i n  the 
competitions and events in the Olympic and Pan American Games. Objec-
tives of the committee are to organize , sel ect , finance, equip, 
transport, house, and feed team members. The group also  provides the 
facil ity for organizing and managing the games when awarded to the 
United States. 10 
Strahl ism 
A 11Strahl ism11 is a statement recognized to have been uttered by 
Dr. John Mil ton Strahl at some point in time. The statement usual ly  
occurred under adverse or  stressful situations . Al though the statement 
did not always necessari ly originate from Strahl , it has become cl osely 
associated with him and his  unconstrained philosophy of l ife. 
9N . A. I . A. Handbook ,  Dr. Harry Fritz, Executive Director (6th 
ed. ; Kansas City, Missouri : 1977) , p. 97 . 
lOibid ,  p .  1087. 
Summary and D irections 
This study was compl eted i n  order to i ndi cate the professional 
contributions of Dr. John Mi l ton Strahl to physical education and 
athletics at Greenvi l l e  Col lege. The vast resource of material and 
possible i ntervi ews caused a problem of sel ecti vity and some val uable 
sources may have been uni ntentional ly omitted. 
8 
A written account of Strahl ' s  accomp l i shments and a l i st of his  
contributions wi l l  benefit both present and future Greenvi l l e  Col l ege 
students , faculty, and staff. See Appendixes C and D for l i stings of 
positions,  awards , and honors. During his thi rty years of service, the 
physical education and athletic programs have grown to be two of the 
l argest on campus. As evi denced by his numerous awards and by the l arge 
number of h i s  former athl etes and students who have moved i nto profes­
sional positions i n  both fields , he has exerted a s ignificant inf luence 
on the young people  with whom he had contact. 
Si nce the study i s  an hi storical thes i s ,  the author uti l i zed 
personal i nterviews , letters of correspondence, questionnaires , tele­
phone i nterviews, newspapers, yearbooks , and department and personal 
records as too l s  of research. The school years of 1950 through 1980 
constituted the time l imits of the study of Strahl ' s  contributions to 
physical education and athletics at Greenvi l l e  Col l ege. 
The rema i n i ng chapters wi l l  be structured as fol l ows: 
Chapter 2, The Backgrounds , The Beginnings: John Mi l ton Strahl ; 
Chapter 3 ,  Greenv i l l e  Col l ege Receives John Strahl : H is  Coaching Years , 
1950-1980; Chapter 4 ,  Professional Invol vements i n  Athletics ;  Chapter 5 ,  
What Others Say About Dr. John Mi l ton Strahl ; Chapter 6 ,  11Strahl i sms11 
A Phi l osophy of Life; Chapter 7 ,  Summary, Concl usi ons , Recommendations. 
9 
A sel ected bibl i ography fol lows Chapter 7 .  Appendixes A and B 
contai n  the questionnaire cover letters and a copy of the questionnaire. 
Appendix C conta i ns the positions Strahl has held i n  both the NAIA and 
the USOC by year. A year-by-year review of h is  awards and special 
honors i s  found i n  Appendix 0. Appendixes E and F l i st the recipients 
of the June Strahl and the John M .  Strahl Awards. A chronol ogical 
l i sting of i mportant department events i s  contained i n  Appendix G .  
Appendix H i ndicates Greenv i l l e  Col l ege coaching staffs by sport and 
year. Strahl ' s  sports teams ' records and rosters are found i n  
Appendixes I through V.  
Chapter 2 
THE BACKGROUND , THE BEGINNINGS: JOHN MI LTON STRAHL 
The Strahl Family 
The bi rthplace of John Mil ton Strahl was New Philadelphia, Ohio. 
The date was July 1 ,  1924, and Dr. W. Shanley del ivered John twenty 
minutes before the unexpected arrival of John ' s  twi n sister, Jean. The 
only son of Theodore Dover and Mary Wilma (Pl ants) Strahl , John grew up 
in his  first home at 354 Front Street in New Philadelphia, sandwiched 
between one ol der and two younger sisters. 
Ruth O l ive (Strahl ) Peffer, John' s ol der si ster, was born on 
June 26 , 1921. Mildred Jean (Strahl ) Goble and Cl arice Marie (Strah l )  
Brady, John ' s  younger si sters , were born on July 1 ,  1924, and 
September 6 ,  1930, respectively. 
John ' s  father, Theodore , was born i n  McConnel svil l e ,  Ohio, on 
July 31, 1892 , and was a sel f-empl oyed welder when John was attending 
school in New Philadelphia. A good bal ance of strict discipline and 
l ove were two characteristics of Theodore Strahl , as John reca l l ed. 
Theodore was a World War I veteran , and the destruction of war helped 
him develop a deep Chri stian faith and a strong bel ief that al l of his 
children should attend col l ege. John remembers that the family was very 
important to his father. The "Golden Rule" was the standard his father 
set for dealing with people  and his family members . 
The importance of religion in John' s l ife may have initial ly  
been set by an  experience his  father had when John was a young man. 
10 
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Theodore Strahl bought a three acre farm i n  Rosevi l l e ,  Ohio ,  and dri l l ed 
what he hoped woul d  be an o i l  wel l  on the farm. Accordi ng to John , h is  
father prayed and fasted for a ful l week that the wel l  woul d  be suc­
cessful -- it  was. For that particular area of southern Ohio ,  it was a 
very l arge wel l  and it  came i n  on Jean ' s  weddi ng day, December 17 , 1949. 
Mary Wi l ma Pl ants was born on September 10 , 1895 , i n  Phi l o ,  
Ohio .  Wi lma always impressed upon her fami ly  that the church, school , 
and family were most important. A school teacher at age 17 , Wi l ma 
Strahl set h i gh standards for her fami ly  and expected them to attend 
school and church with regu l arity. Her abi l i ties as a educator were put 
to the test early by John. He started school i n  September ,  1930, but 
contracted a case of scarlet fever after only four weeks in attendance. 
The entire fami ly  was quarantined for five weeks because of the i l l ness. 
However ,  when John returned to school , he was ahead of his c l ass.  Wi lma 
Strahl had seen to i t  that John did  not fal l behind i n  h i s  studies. 
In servi ng as the church treasurer, Wi lma was very organized and 
each of her chil dren were 11on time" for both church and school each 
week. Reading was a high priority i n  the Strahl fami l y ,  especia l ly  for 
Wi l ma who was an extremely avi d  reader, making weekly trips to the 
Publ ic  Library for a fresh supply of books. The i mportance she pl aced 
on total fami ly i nvol vement might explain  why John ' s  fi rst attempt at a 
basketbal l game was hel d i n  the fami ly1 s d in ing room. John ' s  aim was 
good at an early age and h is  fi rst shot put the ba 11 right i n a bowl of 
dark cherries sitting on the tabl e .  
Wi l ma Strahl ' s  strong i nfl uence relative to rel i gious and educ a-
tional values carried with her fami ly  even after her death at age 
seventy-seven. Three of her chi l dren, John , Jean, and Cl ari ce,  went on 
to col l ege to become educators . 
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A formal education root ran deep within the fami ly  trees of both 
the Strahl s and the Pl ants. In  addition to Wi lma (Pl ants) Strahl ' s  
teaching experience and graduate work at Ohio Univers i ty i n  Athens , 
Ohio ,  her father, John Pl ants , was a superi ntendent of school s i n  Phi l o ,  
Ohio. John ' s  great-grandfather , Christian P lants was also an early 
educator. Wi l ma ' s  father, John Pl ants , authored an arithmetic textbook 
for use i n  the publ i c  schoo l s  of that day and was the fami ly ' s strict 
d iscipl i narian. C. C .  Strahl , John's paternal grandfather , was a great 
mathematician and civi l-engineer. He bui l t  bridges i n  Ohio and several 
are sti l l  standing i n  Morgan and Tuscarawas Counties. 
In order for Wi lma Strahl to teach at such a young age she sue-
cessful ly passed the Boxwe l l  Exami nation at the County Courthouse i n  
1912. She taught i n  a smal l country school for one year. She then 
taught at the Westview E lementary School i n  Zanesv i l l e ,  Ohi o ,  unt i l  her 
marriage to Theodore Strahl on June 12 , 1920. She resumed her teachi ng 
career for four years from 1942-46 as a f i fth grade i nstructor i n  the 
Rosevi l le ,  Ohi o ,  El ementary School whi l e  John was overseas. 
During the i r  chil dhood, Ruth, Jean, and Clarice took the brunt 
of Joh n ' s  taunting. Jean reca l l ed that, "John was great at teasing and 
testing us , it seemed he woul d  always get away with pul l i ng our pig­
tai l s! 11 1 
John ' s  l eadership potential surfaced rap i dly.  He was a master 
at breaking a task down i nto simple  terms and then making sure i t  was 
done, usual ly  by some i ncentive. "Somehow he had us girl s convinced 
that we should  help with his  paper route; we did ,  too . 11 Jean continued, 
1statement by Jean Goble during a personal telephone conver­
sation with the writer, June 18, 1979. 
"Ruth , C l arice,  and I always had his  papers folded for him to make hi s 
del iveries when he got home. Every once i n  a whi l e  he woul d  give us a 
nickel for our hel p. 1 12 
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An impressive note about John ' s  consideration for his  family i s  
the fact that with his  fi rst payment from the paper route, he brought 
home a sack of flour for his  mother. 
Gayle Sanford, John ' s  best friend i n  Rosev i l l e ,  reca l l ed that, 
"Eating was a favorite pastime of John ' s ,  which brings to mi nd the times 
we used to doubl e  date girls  who, fortunately,  l ived on the same street. 
After the usual evening of high school dati ng,  we woul d  drop the gi r l s  
at their homes and stop at ' i n laws 1 for cheeseburgers . The gi r ls  were 
never i nvited. 11 3 
John Strahl and June Starr met on the campus of O l i vet Nazarene 
Col l ege i n  January of 1943 and corresponded during the war. When John 
re-entered O l i vet i n  January of 1946 , they began to see each other 
regularly. One of thei r first dates was to p l ay tenn i s ,  a game both 
young people  enjoyed. Jim  Hol den ,  John ' s  roommate wagered that John 
would not cha l l enge June to a tenni s match. John did and won the wager , 
but June won the match. 
John Strahl and June Starr were united i n  marri age at the home 
of the bride ' s  parents i n  Springfiel d ,  I l l i noi s ,  on June 14, 1947 . The 
Reverend Roy V.  Starr, June ' s  father , performed the ceremony. The John 
Strahl s  reared three chi l dren: Ji l l ,  born July 25 , 1953; Judy, born 
May 24 , 1955; and John Jr. , born December 28 , 1957 . 
2Ibid.  
3Letter from Gayle L. Sandford to Sharon Mayhew, Apri l 2 ,  1963. 
Permission to quote secured. 
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Educational Background 
John Strahl may have taken the opportunity to develop l eadership  
qual i ti es from h is  junior high school physi cal education teacher, Woody 
Hayes. However , Hayes , former Ohio State University footbal l coach, 
taught John i n  only one gym cl ass and was not as yet noted for his  
outstanding accomp l i s hments in  athleti cs.  The teacher who i nfl uenced 
John most was his high school Lati n i nstructor at Rosevi l l e ,  Mi ss Cl ark. 
John fondly remembers her l ove for her students and how she came to 
i nfl uence him and the other boys i n  the cl ass through her consi stency i n  
how she taught and l i ved. "Miss Cl ark was a great teacher of l i fe and 
Latin .  We knew that because we boys a l l  got C ' s  i n  her course. She 
l oved athletes as wel l .  However ,  she made the career of teachi ng the 
highest goal of l i fe. 114 
John shared a l ove for sports with a great many of h is  friends 
and cl assmates. In New Phi l adel ph i a ,  he and the boys woul d  p lay base­
bal l unti l dark and then regroup under the street l i ght on the corner by 
John ' s  house for hours-long basketbal l or stickbal l games. Organized 
athl etics , which would p lay a major rol e  i n  John Strahl ' s  l ater l i fe ,  
were very important i n  h igh school as wel l .  A tal l and outstanding 
basketbal l  p l ayer, John co-captained the team at Rosevi l l e  High School 
to a s i xteen and five won-l oss record and a l so participated i n  track and 
tenni s.  
H is  high school head mentor, Coach Rose, greatly i nfl uenced John 
i n  his  choice of physi cal education and coaching as a career. John 
reca 11 s ,  "He showed the i nfl uence a coach has on students and I al so 
4statement by John Strahl during personal conversation with the 
writer, February 22,  1980 . 
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enjoyed peop l e ,  games , and just p la in  fun. 115 
John assumed other l eadership  roles i n  the form of senior cl ass 
president, Honor Rol l ,  and the 1942 class p lay ,  Miss Adventure , i n  which 
he pl ayed Albert Brown , the "el i gi b l e  young farmer. 1 1  H is  s i ster, Jean, 
recal led that, " It  ki l l ed him to l earn the l i nes for the p lay ,  but he 
d i dn ' t  seem to mi nd k iss ing the girl . 116 
As senior cl ass president John presented the "Lamp of Knowledge" 
to the junior cl ass president during the Rosevi l l e  High School Commence­
ment. 7 I n  the Cl  ass Wi 11 he sai d ,  11 I ,  John St rah 1, 1 eave to the 
i ncoming president my abi l i ty to cal l the cl ass to order and the promise 
that when I grow up I wi l l  try to quiet the Senate or some equa l l y  
austere assembly. 118 That equal ly austere assembly l ater turned out to 
be the national membership of the NAIA. John graduated from Rosevi l l e  
H igh on May 22, 1942. 
As h is  mother and father had always i ntended, John enro l l ed and 
entered O l i vet Nazarene Col l ege i n  Kankakee, I l l i no i s ,  i n  September of 
1942. After one semester ,  World War I I  reached i nto the ranks of col -
leges across the nation and many young men enl i sted i n  the Armed Forces. 
John enl i sted i n  the Army reserves i n  November, 1942, and went to boot 
camp at Camp Roberts , Cal i forn i a ,  on March 4 ,  1943. 
5Ibid.  
6Letter from Jean Goble and Mary Wi lma Strahl to Sharon Mayhew, 
March 16 , 1963. 
7Excerpt from the Rosevi l l e  High School Commencement Exercise 
Program, May 22, 1942. 
8Letter from Jean Goble  and Mary Wi l ma Strahl to Sharon Mayhew, 
March 16 , 1963. 
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Fol l owing a thi rty-two month stint i n  the Army , John returned to 
O l i vet i n  January of 1946 and re-entered school . I t  was then that he 
more actively pursued h is  educational goals under the tutoring of 
Dr. Ronald Jones , professor of education and physi cal education. 
Dr. Jones, Strahl remembered, was another great i nfl uence and John 
considered the professor a good friend. 
John was active i n  PHI-TAU-OMEGA, O l i vet ' s  chapter of Future 
Teachers of Ameri ca ,  during both the 1947 and 1948 school years. He was 
al so the successful business manager of the Gl immer G l as s ,  the student ' s  
bi-weekly newspaper i n  1947. An exampl e  of his  abi l ity to manage and 
remai n  flexible  under duress occurred when John and the rest of the 
Gl immer Gl ass staff continued to publ i sh the paper on their regular 
bi-weekly schedule even after the printe r ' s  establ i shment had been 
d t d b f . 9 es roye y ire. 
John competed for the athletic society, 11The Indians , 11 for three 
years and served as secretary-treasurer of O l ivet ' s  110 Cl ub" i n  1948. 
The Aurora, the col lege yearbook, also received the services of Strahl 
as sports editor during the 1948 school year. 10 
A tennis enthusiast,  John won O l i vet ' s  1947 men ' s  tournament and 
took advantage of an opportunity to teach the sport to l arge cl asses of 
beginners and advanced students during this school year. Whi le  at 
O l i vet, June Strahl taught physi cal education cl asses as wel l .  
With a strong desire to major i n  physical education,  John trans­
ferred to Taylor University i n  Upland, Indiana , to compl ete his  col l ege 
p .  127. 
9The Aurora (Ol i vet Nazarene Col lege , Kankakee , I l l i no i s ) ,  1947 , 
lOibid.  
degree. At Taylor,  June agai n taught and John went to school . Don 
Odl e ,  John ' s  coach at Taylor,  put h is  confidence i n  Strahl and a l l owed 
John to coach the men ' s  tennis squad. John was a l so the number one 
17 
p l ayer and was undefeated i n  a l l  the matches that year. John graduated 
from Taylor Univers i ty on June 6 ,  1949 , with a bachelor ' s  degree i n  
Physical Education.  
Coach Odl e ' s  respect for John was high.  In a letter to Luel l a  
Monday, secretary of the 1963 "This i s  Your Li fe11 program honoring 
Strahl , Odle termed Strahl an outstand i ng Chri stian man who was an 
effective educator even as a senior i n  col l ege. 
He [John] came here to Taylor as a married man. Hi s wife was 
teaching i n  the P. E. program. He quickly establ i shed himself i n  
our athletic program and won the respect of a l l  the students here on 
campus even though he was the husband of one of our teachers . . . .  ! 
have a l�t of respect for him as a coach, as a Chri stian, and as a 
friend. 
Fol lowing Strahl ' s  selection to the NAIA Hal l of Fame i n  1976, 
Don Odle wrote to John in a congratul atory l etter, 11 As your co 11 ege 
coach I was always impressed by your wi l l i ngness to work, your cooper-
ation,  and your tremendous spirit.  It was contagious then and is  conta­
gi ous now. 11 12 
Strahl moved di rectly to Tol ono, I l l i noi s ,  and pursued a masters 
of science degree at the University of I l l i no i s  i n  Champaign. June 
taught in the Tolono Pub l i c  Schools  that year whi l e  John successful ly 
completed his studies.  
11Letter from Don J .  Odle to Luel l a  M. Monday , March 29 , 1963. 
Permi ssion to quote secured. 
12Letter from Don J .  Odle to John M. Strahl , February 10, 1976. 
Permi s s i on to quote secured. 
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The years at Ol ivet Col lege , Taylor University, and the Univer­
s i ty of I l l i noi s not only molded the educational and spiritual values of 
John Strahl but also provided for the growth of several very special 
friendships. 
At O l ivet, John and June shared a new duplex house with Bob and 
Betty Quanstrom. One i nteresti ng item about the house was that the 
bathrooms , which shared a common dividi ng wal l ,  also shared a rectan-
gular hol e  i n  the wal l  where two back-to-back medic i ne cabinets were to 
be i nstal l ed ,  but were not. The 11hol e11 made for very i nterest i ng con-
versations and, of course, helped develop a special  trust between the 
two couples.  Bob Quanstrom mentioned the special ness of the Strahls in  
their l ives , "John and June are great peop l e ,  and we count them among 
our best associates i n  good fun. I bel i eve the hole i n  the bathroom 
wal l  was the greatest. We depended upon each other ' s  i ntegrity and we 
never were embarrassed, as we both had confidence i n  our friends.1113 
At Taylor Coach Don Odle ,  i n it iator of The Venture to Victory 
Crusade to the Far East, openly shared i n  the l ives of John and June. 
John credits h is  coach for setting a personal standard for teaching by 
example .  
The year of  graduate work at  the Uni versity of  I l l i nois  was 
enhanced by the friendship of John' s cl assmate from Ol ivet, Urey Arnold 
and h is  wife ,  Jane (Starr). Jane was June ' s  twi n s ister and the two 
couples each had an apartment on the same floor of a l arge, o ld  house i n  
Tolono. Jane recal l ed the excepti onal relationship that the two couples 
shared that year. 
13Letter from Bob Quanstrom to Sharon Mayhew, April 23 ,  1963. 
Permi ssion to quote secured. 
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We shared the kitchen so we ate our meal s  together. To save 
money, Urey and John ate their l unches at the apartments. When John 
di d the cooking he always prefaced his  meal with the remark, "Excuse 
me , Stomach . 11 On the Saturdays of the I l l i n i  home footbal l games 
June and I real ly  got a l ot of work from our husbands , then we would  
al l s i t14or the afternoon games. Those were exceptional times i ndeed. 
After thi rty-two months of service i n  the mi l i tary, four and a 
hal f years of undergraduate school , one year of graduate work, and two 
col l ege degrees , John Strahl began h is  teaching career at Greenvi l le 
Co l l ege i n  September ,  1950 . In  1957, Strahl was granted a sabbatical 
l eave from Greenv i l l e .  John began the course work for a doctoral degree 
at the University of I l l i no i s .  That degree was never compl eted because 
as John sai d ,  1 1 I  got busy and didn ' t  get the time to finish  it . 1115 
Although the University of I l l i nois degree was not completed, 
Greenvi l le Col l ege honored one of its own on September 2 ,  1976, when i t  
conferred on John Strahl the honorary degree , Doctor o f  Education. The 
conferral read by Greenv i l l e  Col lege presi dent Dr. Orley Herron accu-
rately described the educational wel l spring of John Strahl : 
John Mi l ton Strahl , keystone of sol idarity, for the continuity 
you have given this i nstitution; for your genius of common sense; 
for your deep abid i ng faith ;  for your truly Christian example  -- I 
confer u�gn you the degree of DOCTOR OF EDUCATION , honoris 
causa . . .  
Mi l itary Experience 
After one semester of course work at O l i vet Nazarene Col l ege i n  
14Letter from Jane (Starr) Arnold to Sharon Mayhew, March 25 , 
1963. Permi ssion to quote secured. 
15statement by John Strahl during a personal conversation with 
the author, February 22, 1979. 
16Excerpt from the C itation to Present John Mi l ton Strahl for 
the Conferral of an Honorary Degree , September 2 ,  1976. 
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1942, John Strahl ' s  col l ege educati on was i nterrupted and replaced with 
a compl etely di fferent type of educati on: war. World War I I  reached 
i nto the col l ege ranks across the country and pl ucked out many young men 
who were destined for greatness .  John Strahl was one o f  those men. 
"There was a great cal l for col l ege students to join  the Armed Forces 
and we responded i n  l arge numbers . 1117 
In  November of 1942 Strahl joi ned the Enl i sted Reserve Corps of 
the United States Army. On March 4 ,  1943 , the Army cal l ed John to Fort 
Sheridan i n  Chicago and then to boot camp at Camp Roberts i n  Cal i fornia .  
As  a member of the Okl ahoma 45th Infantry Division,  189th Batta l i on ,  
F ie ld  Arti l l ery Service Battery , Strahl was sent to the European Theatre 
i n  September of 1943. Strahl served a total of twenty-five months i n  
the European Theatre, i ncl uding eighteen months i n  combat. Private 
Fi rst Cl ass John M. Strahl served h is  country i n  four di fferent i nva-
sions. His tour of combat began in Africa and as an ei ghteen year o ld  
soldier, and the youngest member of  h i s  batta l i on ,  John earned the 
nickname "Junior". 
In  the spring of 1944 the 189th Battal ion accompanied the 45th 
Divi sion to Anzio Beach i n  Italy. The conditions at Anzio were appal-
l i ng .  The infantry men l ived i n  dug-out mudholes for three months under 
constant barrage from the enemy and the natural e lements. Soon after 
the A l l ied Forces took Italy , Strahl was i n  the midst of the southern 
i nvasion of France. During the lengthy engagement i n  France, the Ser-
vice Battery of the 189th Field  Arti l l ery Battal i on p l ayed a major rol e  
and o n  March 3 ,  1945 , received recogni ti on for its service. From the 
17statement by John Strahl during a personal conversation with 
the writer, June 20, 1980. 
headquarters of the Forty-f i fth Infantry Div is ion ,  Major General 
Frederick  gave the command to award the Service Battery , 189th F ield  
Arti l lery Batta l i on ,  the Award of  Meritorious Service Unit pl aque. The 
c i tation described the conditions under which the Service Battery 
responded: 
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. . .  for outstanding devotion to duty i n  the performance of excep­
tional ly  di ffi cult tasks , from 15 August 1944 to 31 January 1945 i n  
France. Al though di stribution poi nts were l eft far behind i n  the 
rapid  advance of the 189th Field  Arti l l ery Battal ion through 
Southern France, roads were di ffi cul t ,  and the demands for ammu­
nition and fuel heavy , Service Battery mai ntained an adequate flow 
of supp l i es to a l l  units of the battal i on at a l l  times. Despite 
l imited faci l i ti e s ,  the men of the battery, by improv i si ng and con­
structing too l s  and parts, using thei r i ngenuity to extricate and 
salvage damaged trucks , trai l ers , and howitzers , provi ded the bat­
tal i on with a maximum of operational ly  f it  vehic les and guns. When 
crucial items seemed unobtai nab l e ,  the men often made l ong and 
hazardous trips to procure the needed suppl ies.  To deal with the 
dangers of icy roads , the battery welded and i nstal l ed cleats on the 
tracks of i ts tractors . Standards of morale and discip l i ne have 
been high and throughout the campaign i n  France the members of 
Service Battery have displayed an effi ciency and in it iative which 
were significant contributions to the successful operations of the 
189th Field  Arti l l el� Battal ion and reflect credit upon the men and 
their organization. 
A portion of Strahl 1 s  time i n  France was spent at a convent i n  
Epinal where the si sters were eager to help by cooking the food si nce 
one of the men i n  the battal ion  knew a relative of one of the s i sters. 
Strahl ' s  young age and friendl i ness drew the attention of one of the 
nuns , Si ster Catheri ne .  After the war, John received several l etters 
from h is  good friend at Epinal , Si ster Catheri ne .  Each l etter began 
with the sal utation,  "My Dear Junior , 11 19 Strahl ' s  service nickname. 
18c i tation naming Service Battery , 189th F ie ld  Arti l l ery 
Battal ion  recipients of the Meritorious Service Unit pl aque, March 3 ,  
1945. Permiss ion to quote secured. 
19Letters from S i ster Catherine to John Strahl , December 23 , 
1947 , and July 17 , 1949 . Permi ssion to quote secured. 
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Even during the strife of war John kept al ive his interest i n  
sports. He reca l l ed taking advantage of an opportunity to p lay tennis 
at an abandoned country c l ub near Grenob l e ,  France. The c l ub ' s  care-
taker brought out two rackets and several o ld  tennis bal l s  that he had 
hidden away and encouraged the sol diers to stop and enjoy themsel ves for 
a break from the war. 
Eventual ly the Forty-fifth Division invaded Germany and by the 
cl ose of the war i n  1945, Strahl had seen action in  four major combat 
areas. 
Strahl was awarded the Good Conduct Medal on May 19 , 1945. He 
received an honorabl e  discharge from the Army in October, 1945, with the 
rank of corporal . 
In  a brief comment on his military encounters John Strahl spoke 
of what the results of his  experiences had revealed to him. " I  became 
more sure that war is bad. I wanted to be a teacher of sports -- at 
l east to work within the framework of Chri stian service. 11 20 
June Starr Strahl 
Phyl l i s  June Starr was born on February 7, 1923, the twin si ster 
of Jane Starr. Her parents were the Reverend Roy V. Starr and Louisa 
(MacDonald)  Starr. She was original ly  from Lansing, Michigan , and 
attended the public schoo l s  there. She graduated from Central High 
School in Lansing in June , 1941, and enrol l ed as a freshman at O l ivet 
Nazarene Col l ege i n  January, 1942. 
20statement by John Strahl during personal conversation with the 
writer,  April 9 ,  1980. 
John Strahl actual ly  knew June ' s  twi n si ster Jane fi rst. Fol-
lowing several casual dates with Jane, John was surprised to fi nd out 
that Jane was trying to di scourage him. Jane (Starr) Arnold recal l s ,  
"During one of our ' wa l ks '  I tol d John that I had a twi n si ster (June) 
who would be coming to O l i vet the second semester and that he woul d  
probably l i ke her better anyway . 1121 
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June Starr graduated from Ol ivet Col lege i n  1946 with a major i n  
Engl i s h ,  and mi nors i n  Social Studies and Physical Education. She 
returned to O l i vet fol l owing summer graduate work at the University of 
I l l i nois  and taught at O l i vet Academy for two years whi l e  John attended 
cl asses at the col l ege. Although her main responsibi l i ty was teachi ng 
social sciences at the high school academy, she a l so taught physical 
education and handled the women' s society sports cl ubs for the col l ege. 
In 1947 , John transferred to Taylor University i n  Upland, 
Indiana , and June was employed as an i nstructor i n  the Divi sion of 
Social Sciences. She a l so was i n  charge of the wome n ' s  physical edu­
cation program that year. 
The Strah l s  made their home i n  Tol ono, I l l i nois ,  for one year. 
John completed h is  masters degree at the University of I l l inois  whi l e  
June taught i n  the Tolono Pub l i c  School system. 
By the spring of 1950 the Strahl s  began searching for teaching 
jobs for the fal l .  Al though John had never heard of Greenvi l l e  Col l ege 
prior to a friend ' s  suggestion,  John and June nevertheless app l i ed for 
teachi ng positions there. In May 1950 they received a l ong distance 
tel ephone cal l from Greenvi l l e ' s  president Dr. H .  J .  Long asking them to 
21Letter from Jane Starr Arnold to Sharon Mayhew, March 25,  
1963. Permi ssion to quote secured. 
come for an i nterview. Dr. Long addressed the Strahl s  i n  a tribute 
l etter for a "This Is  Your Life" ceremony held for John Strahl on 
Apri l 26 , 1963. 
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John, I consider you as one of the greatest di scoveries I ever 
made for Greenvi l l e  Col lege. I may not be correct i n  my dates but I 
bel ieve it  was thi rteen years ago when you and June decided to cast 
your l ot with us and join the Greenvi l l e  Col l ege Staff. 
Without doubt you have trained and sent out more young coaches 
to high schoo l s  and col l eges than any other coach i n  the history of 
Free Methodi st higher education. My hat i s  off to you for this 
important fact al one. 
I think that one of the reasons you have been nice to work with 
is the fact that you have bel i eved that i n  a wel l-organized 
Christian Col lege, there are other areas of importance besides the 
athletic program. Whi l e  you have coached many wi nni ng teams,  you 
have always i ns i sted on sound academic standards as wel l  as the 
other high moral and spi ri tual ideal s of the i nstitution. 
The transparency of your l i fe as l i ved before the student body 
i n  your home and community as wel l  as i n  the cl assroom and on the 
gym f loor has been a real cha l l enge to many , both gir ls  and fel l ows. 
Your overa l l  contribution to the program of Greenvi l l e  Col l ege has 
been most wholesome and rea l l y  ou2�tanding i n  your own fiel ds of 
physical education and athletics. 
At Greenv i l l e  Co l l ege June Strahl taught service classes i n  phy-
sical education from 1950 to 1960. She was a l so i n  charge of the intra-
mural program and coached the women ' s varsity sports programs . 
Three chi l dren entered Mrs. Strahl ' s  l i fe begi nni ng i n  1953, and 
subsequently i n  1955, and then 1957. She re-entered the working world 
when she became the Dean of Women at Hi l l sboro High School i n  Hi l l sboro, 
I l l i noi s ,  i n  1970. June Strahl i s  currently Dean of Students at 
Hi l l sboro. In 1975, Greenvi l l e  Col l ege honored June Strahl by i nsti ­
tuting the June Starr Strahl Outstanding Senior Women ' s Athletic Award. 
Appendix E records the year by year recipients of that award. 
22Letter from Dr. H. J .  Long to John Strahl , Apri l 13,  1963. 
Permi ssion to quote secured. 
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Summary 
John Mi l ton Strahl was born i n  New Phi l adelphia ,  Ohio,  on 
July 1, 1924. He was born just twenty mi nutes before h is  unexpected 
twi n si ster, Jean. The only boy of Theodore and Mary Wi l ma Strahl 1 s  
four chil dren,  John attended school i n  New Phi l adelphia,  Ohio ,  unti l h is  
senior year. John ' s father ,  Theodore Strahl , bought a welding shop i n  
Rosevi l le ,  Ohio ,  and moved his  family there i n  1941. 
Al though it  was a sma l l  high school , Rosev i l l e  provided John 
Strahl with numerous opportunities to take l eadership ro les .  He parti­
cipated i n  the cl ass play ,  served as senior cl ass president, and was a 
starting member and co-captain of the varsity basketbal l team that won 
sixteen of twenty-one games that year. 
Strahl 1 s  parents set the high standards for the rel i gious and 
educational emphases which John accepted for his  own l i fe .  H i s  mother 
died i n  1972. His  father i s  retired and resides i n  Kankakee, I l l i nois .  
Fol l owing hi s graduation from Rosev i l l e  High School , Strahl 
entered col l ege at O l i vet Nazarene Col l ege i n  Kankakee, I l l i nois .  He 
attended cl asses one semester before he and many of h is  mal e  cl assmates 
enl i sted i n  the Army. On March 4 ,  1943, John entered boot camp and 
served h is  country i n  the Okl ahoma 45th Infantry Division ,  189th 
Battal ion Field Arti l l ery Service Battery. Strahl served i n  the Euro­
pean Theatre for twenty-five months , eighteen of which were under 
intense combat conditions. He l eft the Army i n  October ,  1945, having 
earned the rank of corporal and the Good Conduct Medal . H is  Battery 
received several citations for Meritorious Service whi le  i n  combat. 
Strahl re-entered O l i vet Col l ege i n  1946 and married June Starr 
i n  1947 . Strahl credits Dr. Ronald Jones for i nfl uencing him to pursue 
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a career i n  physical education. John transferred to Taylor University 
i n  Upland, Indi ana , to earn a degree i n  Physi cal Education. In  col lege 
he was active on the newspaper and yearbook staffs and was a top-fl i ght 
tennis p layer. Coach Don Odle of Taylor University also exerted a great 
i nfl uence on Strahl . 
After graduating from Taylor University i n  1949 Strahl entered 
the University of I l l i nois  and completed h is  master ' s  degree i n  1950. 
His mi l i tary service and l i fe i n  col l ege helped set high expectations 
for a career i n  teachi ng and serving people .  In  the fal l  of 1950, John 
Strahl began what was to extend to over thi rty years of teachi ng and 
coaching at Greenvi l l e  Col l ege i n  Greenvi l l e ,  I l l i nois .  
Chapter 3 
GREENVILLE COLLEGE RECEIVES JOHN STRAHL:  
HIS COACHING YEARS 1950-1980 
John Strahl served h i s  fi rst coaching assignment as the player­
coach of the Taylor University men ' s  tenn i s  team i n  the spring of 1949. 
Fol l owing graduation from Taylor and the completion of a master ' s  degree 
at the University of I l l i no i s ,  John appl ied for h is  fi rst teachi ng and 
coaching job at Greenvi l l e  Col l ege. Dr. H .  J. Long, Greenvi l l e ' s  presi­
dent, h i red John and June Strahl after a day-l ong i nterview. John woul d  
teach physical education and coach the three men ' s  varsity sports , 
tenn i s ,  basketbal l ,  and basebal l .  June would also teach i n  the physical 
education department and di rect the i ntramural program. 
The present superior physi cal education and athletic faci l ities 
at Greenv i l le Col l ege must be credited to the hard work, determi nation,  
and the commitment to excel l ence of  John Strahl . 
I n  1950, there were less than one dozen physical education 
majors at Greenv i l l e  Col l ege and that major had been offered for only 
two years. Men ' s  athletics consi sted of three varsity sports and women 
i nterested i n  athletics were abl e  to compete only i n  basketbal l on the 
c l ub l evel . Strahl credits Dr. H .  J .  Long, Greenvi l l e ' s  fifth presi-
dent, with the great foresight to want and to p l an for a creditable 
program in physical education and athletics. 
Strahl took the approach that athletics was just a part of the 
total pi cture i n  education. His science background kept him from going 
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over-board on just coaching athletics ;  he was abl e to keep the total 
pi cture i n  view because of hi s strong educational background. 1 
Interco l l egi ate athletics had begun at Greenv i l l e  Col l ege on 
December 7 ,  1943, when basketbal l coach Homer Cunni ngham l ed the then-
named Greml ims to a twenty-eight to twenty victory over McKendree 
Col lege. Greenvi l le went on to post five wins and four l osses i n  that 
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fi rst season. The fi rst home basketbal l  game was pl ayed during the 1945 
season and was recorded i n  the win col umn as the Greml ims beat Eden 
Semi nary by a forty-one to thi rty-four score on December 1 ,  1945 , i n  
Burritt Gymnasium. 
From an i niti al offering of three men ' s  sports , the athletic 
program continued to grow under Strahl ' s  l eadership. In 1952 Greenvi l e  
began a varsity track program and became a member of the I . C . C . C . , the 
I l l i nois  Church Col l ege Conference. The I . C . C . C. was di sbanded i n  May 
1953 when eight area col l ege representatives met i n  Spri ngfiel d ,  
I l l i noi s ,  and formed a new conference , the Prairie  Col l ege Conference. 
Greenvi l l e  was a charter member of the P . C . C .  and John Strahl was 
el ected vice-president of the organi zation. 
A gol f  team was offi cial ly  begun in 1954 and cross country 
started i n  1956. Soccer had i ts f i rst season i n  1957. The f ive women ' s  
sports were a l so i ntroduced during Strahl ' s  tenure as athletic di rector. 
Women' s teams i n  basketbal l ,  vol leybal l ,  tenn i s ,  softbal l  and field  
hockey have been fiel ded by Greenvi l l e  Col l ege with basketbal l  beginning 
i n  1953. In 1978, track and field  replaced field hockey as the fi fth 
women ' s  sport. 
1statement by John Strahl during personal conversation with the 
writer, November 23 ,  1979. 
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Fol l owing h i s  first year of teachi ng and coaching at Greenvi l l e  
Col lege, Strahl ' s  students were al ready recording h is  contributions i n  
the 1951 Vi sta. 
I n  h is  fi rst year as athletic di rector and basketbal l  coach at 
G . C . , Coach John Strahl i nsti l l ed i n  h i s  fighting Panthers the three 
A ' s  of basketbal l ,  Al ertness , Aggressivenes s ,  and Ambi tion; good 
sportsmanship, and2most important of al l the right Christian atti­tude at a l l  times. 
As Strahl continued to teach and coach i n  a manner that had a 
positive infl uence on young peopl e ' s  l ives , more students spoke out i n  
h is  favor. The 1952 Vi sta agai n l i sted h is  contributions to the overa l l  
educational process at Greenvi l l e. 
Coach Strahl , a calm-determined six-footer, stands for fai r 
play ,  honesty , and sportsmanship both on and off the gym floor. His  
players mean more to him than the wi nning of a game or  trophy. 
Strahl not only guides the athletic teams,  but he al so shapes 
Christian young people  i nto tomorrow ' s  Christian citizens. As a 
friend, Coach Strahl rates high among students and faculty. Thi s 
combined with Christian spirit rates him as one of the best l i ked 
11profs11 at G . C .  Coach Strahl , with h i s  Christian i nterest i n  the 3 i ndividual , i s  always avai l able to help and encourage a l l  students. 
Strahl continued to set an example  of leadership for both 
students and faculty. The National Christian Physical Education Asso-
ciation was chartered i n  1957 on the campus of Greenvi l l e  Col l ege under 
the di rection of John Strahl .  That group met again on the Greenvi l l e  
campus i n  1964. 
Athletic faci l ities expanded greatly during the Strahl years. 
In 1959 construction began on a new 1600 seat gymnasium. This fine 
fac i l i ty ,  featuring,  at the time , the worl d ' s  only i nfra-red heated gym , 
was l ater named the H .  J .  Long Gymnasium i n  honor of Greenvi l l e ' s  fifth 
2The Vista , Greenvi l l e Col l ege Yearbook ,  1951, p .  64. 
3The Vi sta, Greenvi l l e  Col l ege Yearbook ,  1952, p. 79. 
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presi dent. When Coach Strahl overturned the l ast spade of d irt at the 
ground breaking i n  1959, he spoke of the proposed use of the new bui l d-
i ng. "The motto of Greenv i l l e  Col lege Athletics has been, ' Sports for 
a l l  -- with i n  the wal l s . ' This buil ding wi l l  continue to uphold that 
tradition.  ,,4 
H. J .  Long Gymnasium was completed i n  the fal l of 1960 and the 
Panthers hosted Blackburn Col l ege at the dedication game i n  December,  
1960 , which Greenvi l le won 84-71. 
The Scott Burgess Tennis Complex was bui l t  as a memorial to 
Scott Burgess ,  a Greenvi l le student-athl ete who died fol l owing an acci-
dent during a practice session i n  1972. The compl ex consi sts of four 
a l l -weather surfaced l i ghted tennis courts and a memori al sculpture i n  
h is  memory. Strahl di rected this project and saw to it  that the complex 
was appropriately constructed and equipped. 
Franci s  F ie ld ,  l ocated one mi l e  south of the campus , contai ns 
the varsity soccer,  basebal l ,  and softbal l fields.  The basebal l stadium 
has permanent bl eachers , and the softba l l  di amond i s  ful ly i l l uminated. 
The soccer field  has one of the l argest and finest natural p laying 
surfaces i n  southern I l l i no i s .  Intramural softba l l  and footbal l fields 
are a l so l ocated within the fenced thi rty-three acre Franc i s  Fiel d 
compl ex.  
Strahl recal l ed that the original thi rteen acres of Francis  
F ield  were acqui red i n  1962. The Panther teams had been using the 
Greenvi l le Legion Field  located southeast of campus. The col l ege rented 
the field  for $225. 00 per year. When the rent jumped up to $225.00 per 
4The PapYrus (Greenvi l l e  Col l ege , Greenvi l l e ,  I l l i noi s ) ,  
November 6 ,  1959, p .  4. 
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month, Presi dent Glen Ri chardson opted to l ook for a new field .  Strahl 
devel oped the baseba l l  and soccer fiel ds f i rst;  the softbal l  diamond i s  
the most recent addi tion. Land there is also set aside for the con-
struction of a running track. 
Strahl was also i nstrumental by hi s encouragement and foresight 
i n  the devel opment of two other i ntramural fiel ds ava i l able to students. 
The S. W. Andrews Fiel d ,  one-half mi l e  south of the campus, and Scott 
Fiel d ,  nestled i n  the heart of the campus adjacent to the gym , are both 
used frequently for numerous student acti vities. 
The i ntramural program , di rected by June Strahl i n  the early 
years, was the highl i ght of out of cl ass activity for most students. 
The values stressed i n  the organization of these programs were cl osely 
rel ated to those Strahl establ i shed for i nterco l l egiate athl etics.  
The Papyrus reported that, "The mai n  objectives of the i ntramural pro­
gram were the bui l di ng of Christian character and the devel opment of 
good sportsmanship i n  each i ndividual parti cipating. 115 
Strahl was a wel l  organized admi ni strator for the physical 
education and athletic departments. Gary Ahler, a student reporter for 
the col l ege newspaper, presented an outl i ne of the goals of Strahl ' s  
departments i n  an artic l e  pub l i shed on November 14 , 1958. 
As stated i n  the catalog, "Si nce i ts founding,  Greenvi l l e  
Col l ege has conducted its athletic program for sports, recreati on,  
and educational values rather than for prestige, publ icity,  or 
fi nancial return. " The athl etic program of the col l ege i s  divided 
i nto three categories: professi onal , i ntramural , and i ntercol ­
legi ate. The professional aspect i s  expressed i n  the Department of 
Health and Physi cal Education of the col l ege, under the Division of 
Teacher Education. Its objectives are: 
1. To provide an envi ronment and opportunity for the improvement of 
5The Papyrus (Greenvi l l e  Col l ege, Greenvi l l e ,  I l l i noi s ) ,  May 22 , 
1953, p .  4 .  
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student health and for the estab l i shment of sound lei sure time 
s ki l l s ,  attitudes and i nterests i n  physical education. 
2 .  To acquaint students with modern pri nciples o f  personal hygiene. 
3. To aid the prospective teacher of physical education i n  
acquiring a satisfactory background. 
Strahl has worked cl osely with students to provide a qual ity 
education,  based on sound Christian princip les , and a l i festyle  that 
sets a consi stent example  for l i vi ng .  These i ntangible but important 
values were refl ected i n  each l evel of h is  responsi bi l i ties as athletic 
di rector, educator, and coach. The standards he set for his students 
and athl etes were high,  but not above what he expected of himself .  For 
thi s  reason he was and remains one of the most respected and admired 
i ndividual s at Greenvi l l e  Col l ege, i n  the NAIA, and with his  associ ates 
i n  the world of sports. A reflection of his  coaching years fol lows. A 
complete year-by-year l i sting of Strahl ' s  team members and results are 
i n  Appendixes I through V.  
In  1976,  Greenvi l l e  Col l ege recognized John Strahl by naming a 
physical education award i n  his honor. The John M. Strahl Outstanding 
Senior Physical Education Major Award was dedicated to Strahl as an 
expression of admiration of his  peers and students. Appendix F records 
the recipients of the award by year. The i nscription briefly describes 
John ' s  contribution to physical education and athl etics at Greenvi l l e  
Col l ege. 
John M. Strahl Outstanding Senior 
Physical Education Major 
In appreciation for his unse l fish  dedication to the preparation of 
Physical Education Majors. 
Whose l ife has exempl i fied the bal ance of athletic competitiveness 
and academic superiority. 
6The Papyrus (Greenvi l l e  Col l ege , Greenvi l l e ,  I l l i no i s ) ,  
November 14, 1958, p .  4. 
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Whose teachi ng and l eadership has left an i ndel ib le  mark on the many 
students he so wise7y encouraged and nurtured i n  the ski l l s  of 
Phys i cal Education. 
At the end of the 1978 school year John Strahl stepped down as 
Di rector of Athletics at Greenvi l l e  Col l ege. In  the fal l  of 1978 he 
began new duties at Greenvi l l e  as the Associ ate V i ce Presi dent of Deve l -
opment for Al umni Affairs , a position that would best uti l i ze h is  
strengths of warm personal i ty ,  friendl i ness , organizational abi l ities,  
and admi ni strative expertise. 
Tenni s/1950 to Present 
John Strahl ' s  association with the game of tenn i s  has spanned 
forty years. He began playing the game at the age of sixteen i n  1940. 
Hi s col legi ate tennis coaching career began i n  the fal l  of 1950 when he 
l ed Greenvi l le ' s  varsity squad to a seven and three won-l oss record. 
That winning season set a pattern that has made the name John Strahl 
traditional ly  associ ated with the words 11w inn i ng tenni s . "  
After twenty-seven years as tennis coach for Greenvi l l e  Col l ege , 
Strahl has amassed an outstandi ng record of 211 wi ns and 106 l osses. 
During those twenty-seven years , his teams have recorded twenty-three 
wi nning seasons and one undefeated season. The 1971 squad posted a 
perfect twel ve match win streak to capture the first of ei ght Prairie 
Col l ege Conference titles and Strahl ' s  second P . C . C. Coach of the Year 
award i n  tenn i s .  Strahl ' s  1959 squad won the first conference title i n  
tenni s for Greenvi l le and Strahl ' s  first Coach of the Year honors. H is  
tenni s squads of  1971 through 1978 disp l ayed tremendous talent and depth 
7citation from the John M. Strahl Outstandi ng Senior Physical 
Education Major award plaque , Greenvi l l e  Col l ege , Greenvi l le ,  I l l i nois .  
and swept the P . C . C. title a l l  eight years. Thi s feat gave Strahl an 
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unprecedented eight straight P . C . C .  Tennis Coach of the Year awards,  and 
an ei ght year record of sixty-seven vi ctories and thi rty-seven defeats . 
Greenvi l l e ' s  Dan Cunni ngham and Steve Mi l l er ,  two of Strahl ' s  
p layers, were NAIA Di strict 20 doubles champions and Cunni ngham also 
captured the s ingles title during the 1971 season. Both athl etes went 
on to participate i n  the NAIA National Tennis Championships i n  Kansas 
City. 
Nelson Bl ount, a member of that undefeated team , commented on 
his impression of Dr. Strahl from the viewpo i nt of an athlete. 
You always wanted to p lay hard for him.  He never put anyone 
down but gave constructive cri ticism which was aimed at bui l di ng .  
He helped you feel better about yourself even when you put i n  a bad 
performance. He was more i nterested i n  developing responsible and 
mature people for l i fe than i n  winni ng a game. Because of thi s 
ideolo§Y he succeeded i n  produci ng both mature people and winning 
teams. 
In  1966 Strahl ' s  team presented him with his  lOOth tennis coach­
i ng v ictory. El even years l ater, the 1977 team defeated Southeast 
Missouri State University by a s ix  to three score to give Strahl h is  
200th career coaching wi n .  Only thi rteen schoo l s  out of  the thi rty-six 
that Strahl ' s  teams have faced hol d  a winning edge over the Strahl 
net-men i n  total matches won. 
Coach Strahl wi l l  begin h i s  twenty-ei ghth year as head mentor of 
the Greenv i l l e  Col l ege tennis team when the 1980-81 school year begi ns.  
Basketbal l/1950 - 1965 
A coach that i s  abl e  to win over two hundred games i n  a fi fteen 
8Personal correspondence between Nelson Bl ount and the writer, 
July 30 to August 12 , 1979. 
year span i n  smal l col l ege basketbal l has made a significant accom-
p l i shment. Strahl coached the varsity basketbal l  team to thi rteen 
winning seasons out of fifteen. H i s  record of 220 wins and 140 l osses 
makes him the "winni ngest" coach i n  Greenvi l le hi story. Appendix Q 
records complete basketbal l team results. 
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Strahl ' s  teams of 1964 and 1965 won back-to-back Prairie Col lege 
Conference championships and brought Coach of the Year honors to their 
head mentor. The 1965 team played i n  the NAIA Di strict 20 playoffs , the 
only Greenvi l l e  Col lege men ' s  basketbal l team to attai n  that peak of 
excel l ence. A fi nal season surge of ten straight v i ctories gave the 
1956 Panthers a 25-5 f inal won- l oss record and Strahl ' s  best wi nni ng 
percentage for a s i ng le  season. 
"Uni que" i s  a word that best describes Strahl ' s  basketbal l 
coaching phil osophy. Cal m ,  sel f-contro l l ed ,  and always the gentleman, 
Coach Strahl was , as PapYrus writer Don Stewart described, "A Sedate 
Boss11• 9 
If al l P . C . C .  (Prai rie Col l ege Conference) coaches were l i ke 
John Strahl , the P . C . C. would  be much cl oser now. Besides a 5-1 
record , Coach Strahl leads his  l eague col l eagues i n  having the 
fewest technical fouls! Whi l e  other mentors stamp their feet, throw 
towel s ,  f l i ng c l i pboards iBd cal l offic ia ls  "big  meanies , "  Strahl 
remains i n  s i l ent repose. 
Basketbal l teams at Greenvi l l e  have never been bl essed with 
exceptional ly tal l  players. Strahl ' s  1956 team that recorded a 25-5 
season started a six  foot, two i nch center. Average to good players 
responded extremely wel l  under the Strahl "personal" coaching method. 
Delbert Maroon, a member of that 1956 team , brought to l i ght the 
9The Papyrus (Greenvi l l e  Col l ege , Greenvi l le ,  I l l i no i s ) ,  
February 19 , 1965, p.  4 .  
lOibid. 
players' opi nion of their head coach. " I  val ued h i s  abi l ity to keep 
calm under al l s ituations. H is  attitude of ' there ' s  always tomorrow' 
took off pressure. Wi nning wasn ' t  top priority, however, we as a team 
wanted each game for him. 1111 
Basketbal l  was one of the " l oves" of John Strahl as a coach. 
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Basketbal l ,  however, never stood i n  the way of the welfare, education or 
moral growth of h is  student-athletes. Numerous other basketbal l  pl ayers 
commented on Strahl ' s  uncompromi s i ng standards and human relations 
method of coachi ng: 
He was honest and fai r  i n  al l hi s dea l i ngs and contacts. He 
woul d  never take or make an advantage to win  a game or a contest. 
I n  fact, he woul d  concede a v ictory i f  it  meant being dishonest. 
The val u� an�2the pl ace of competitive athletics was always kept i n  perspective. 
As a coach, educator or friend , he was the same man one day to 
the next. "He was consi stent al l the way through. I ' ve heard opposing 
coaches say they cou l d  never take the kids from Greenvi l l e  too l i ghtly 
because Strahl di dn ' t  pressure them i nto p l aying.  They were pl ayi ng out 
of l ove for the sport and coach. 11 13 
Strahl ' s  consi stency had a positive effect on h is  fel l ow coaches 
and faculty members. Phi l l ip Storer,  Greenv i l l e ' s  soccer coach from 
1969 to 1971, tel l s  of one special technique Strahl uti l i zed to help his  
p l ayers maintai n a strong self-image. 
He i s  an unfl appable  man with a great l ove for young people  
which i nvol ves concern for them i n  their attempts to break i nto a 
di fficult adult worl d .  He once tol d  me he  never took a pl ayer out 
of a game after the p l ayer made a mistake! I f  a substitution was i n  
11Personal correspondence between Delbert Maroon and the writer. 
12Personal correspondence between Steve Kimery and the writer. 
13Personal correspondence between Roy Yarbrough and the writer. 
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order he woul d  wait unti l the player had st�4en the bal l ,  made a 
basket, or experienced some sort of a gai n .  
The positi on of secretary to the athletic di rector gave Bonnie 
Tidba l l  an opportunity to notice Strahl ' s  soothing personal ity. 
John has so many good qual ities that have earned him many 
friendships.  He has a way of making everyone feel important. He i s  
a lmost always optimistic - - very seldom does he get uptight. I have 
observed from my vantage point of secretary, that when faculty 
members , even the admini stration or friends were uptight over tense 
s i tuations they woul d  f ind their  way to John ' s  office for an 
optimistic word and �ould usua l l y  l eave i n  a calmed rel axed manner. 
Sometimes ��en l aughing! H is  easy going style puts everyone i n  a 
good mood. 
During the 1965 school year, Strahl pl anned a special season for 
h i s  l ast as Greenvi l l e ' s  basketbal l  coach. The season i nc l uded a five 
game road trip to Cal i fornia ,  complete with s ight-seeing stops en route 
to the West Coast and on the return l eg. Strahl ' s  Panthers won only one 
of those games but , as usual , winning was not the most important part of 
the trip. See Appendix Q for complete basketbal l  team results by year. 
Larry Henry , staff writer for the Decatur, I l l i no i s ,  Herald and Review, 
reported on the significance of the trip i n  a December 26,  1964, 
article .  
Greenvi l l e  Col lege Cagers In  Unigue Trip 
Greenvi l l e  Col l ege i s  probably the only smal l school i n  the 
Mi dwest which has sent its basketbal l team on a 4 , 500 m i l e  trip as a 
reward for participation. Basketbal l  coach John Strahl explains it :  
"We can take $1,000.00 and make one boy happy or  we can take 
$1,000.00 and make ten boys happy . 11 1�e added, "You can do a l ot of things i n  sports i f  you ' re not l azy. 
The $1,000.00 figure referred to the fact that Greenv i l l e  Col l ege has 
never awarded athletic scholarships. 
14Personal correspondence between Phi l l ip Storer and the writer. 
15Personal correspondence between Bonnie Tidbal l and the writer. 
16Herald and Review (Decatur ,  I l l i no i s ) ,  December 26 , 1964. 
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I n  col l ege basketbal l ,  the coach i s  the figure-head for the team 
i n  the publ i c ' s  eye. As the coach ' s  temperment goes, general ly  
speaki ng, so goes the temperment of  the team. An artic l e  by Don Stewart 
i n  the November 6 ,  1964, i ssue of The Papyrus gives a c l ue as to why 
Strahl ' s  basketbal l  teams were so successful . 
Amid the hysteria and cl amor of tomorrow ni ght ' s  game , when the 
cheerl eaders are yel l i ng ,  the p l ayers are running and the mob stand­
ing ,  the most prominent member of our athletic team wi l l  s i t ,  almost 
devoid of emoti on. With his chin nesting in his hand John Strahl 
w i l l  patientl y ,  cal mly,  cool ly,  and col l ectively observe the unfold­
i ng scene as he has for many years without bl i nki ng. 
Letting nature run her course and accepting her mandates i s  the 
code by which our congenial athletic di rector l ives . . .  with each 
campaign,  Strahl has grown i n  stature and respect by h is  col l eagues. 
The success Strahl has i njected i nto our physi cal education program 
i s  better suited for an epic than a column. 
Some know him as Presi dent Strahl , others as Coach Strahl . H is  
o lder friends might know him  as Bl ack John or  Chief. The most 
recent al umni remember him as John McDonalds Strahl ste i n .  But al l 
of those who have come i n  contact with him1,nd shared i n  h is  rich humor are just g lad they know John Strahl . 
Perhaps the greatest tribute one can receive i n  the f ield  of 
coaching woul d  come from an opposi ng coach. Fol l owing the fi nal regular 
1965 season contest i n  which Greenvi l le defeated Principia Col l ege 
74-62 , Strahl ' s  l ast season as basketbal l coach , he received the fol -
lowing l etter from Jim  Crafton, the opposing coach i n  that game. 
PRINCIPIA COLLEGE 
ELSAH, I LLINOIS 
62028 
Mr. John Strahl , Di rector of Athletics 
Greenv i l l e  Col lege 
Greenvi l l e ,  I l l i nois  
Dear John,  
February 7 ,  1965 
I am writing to put i nto words -- on paper -- to you, my most s i n­
cere congratul ations on your v ictory Saturday night. It was a wel l  
17The Papyrus (Greenvi l le Col lege, Greenv i l l e ,  I l l i nois)  
December 6 ,  1964, p. 4 .  
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played game and your team deserved the vi ctory. I n  my opinion ,  your 
coaching was excel l ent. But , John, your team was simply superb! 
Your men displayed great poise and stamina whi l e  taking advantage of 
every opportunity to score, particul ari ly i n  the second half !  Each 
man ' s  sportsmanship throughout was magnificient! To me , one of the 
greatest thri l l s  i n  coaching i s  to watch a team come from behind and 
to wi n ,  a l l  the whi l e  pl ay i ng with courage, unity, knowl edge, and 
true sportsmanship .  Your team had such a moment l ast Saturday 
night. Your faci l ities are f ine and most adequate -- you have 
improved them si nce we were there l ast -- with the dress i ng room 
enl argement and with the use of the c l assroom. We appreciated the 
drinks at the half !  Your scoring table  people  were very good sports 
and quite competent. Al l of you at Greenvi l l e  Col l ege -- coaches 
and p l ayers -- displayed to me a real high cl ass outfit. I would be 
honored i f  you would pass on my congratul ations to your players. 
John, I have enjoyed my association with Greenv i l l e  Col l ege and with 
you. I appreciate your sense of values about athletics.  See you 
soon. Best wishes to you. 
Si ncerely yours , 
Jim Crafton 18 Di rector of Athl etics 
Track and Fiel d/1952 - 1953 
A sport that John Strahl started and coached for two years at 
Greenvi l le i s  track and field.  Whi l e  compi l i ng only a two and three 
won- l oss record i n  dual meets , Strahl ' s  track teams estab l i shed a tradi-
tion of total team effort, l arge team size,  and total participation. 
Appendixes R and K, respectively, l i st complete track and field  team 
results and track team membership by year. H is  no-cut pol icy i n  track 
was continued throughout the years and remains standard procedure for 
that sport today at Greenv i l l e .  Two school records from that first 
season i n  1952 remai n as the current top marks on the col l ege track 
record board. Jim Staff establ i shed the record i n  the 220-yard l ow 
18Letter from Jim  Crafton, Di rector of Athl etics at Principia 
Col l ege, to John Strahl , February 7,  1965. Permi ssion to quote secured. 
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hurdles. H is  time of 24. 4 seconds sti l l  stands i n  that event although 
that race i s  no l onger run. Rich Stephens set the school record i n  the 
220-yard dash with a cl ocking of 21. 5 seconds. As the current presi dent 
of Greenvi l l e  Col lege , Dr. Stephens has watched many cha l l engers attempt 
to toppl e  h is  l ong-standing standard. 
Al though Strahl val ued the team concept very highly,  he knew the 
importance of i ndividual accompl i shment and i ts benefit to a healthy, 
wel l-rounded person. Stephens fi rst sensed as a track athlete, then as 
an assi stant coach from 1959-1961 , and sti l l  l ater as Greenvi l le 1 s  
ei ghth president, that Dr. Strahl possessed that knowledge. 
Sports were fi rst for one ' s a l l  around growth with John. 
Lessons of l i fe on the f ield  would and should  be l earned. He val ued 
teamwork, not the l onely star. Enjoyment as lei sure was also an 
i mportant outcome of sports. He urged that we remember the wins and 
don ' t  cry over the losses19 Sports were a means of getting people together, which he l oved. 
Basebal l/1955 -1958 
Six  i ndividua l s  previous to John Strahl had overseen the coach-
i ng duties of the varsity baseba l l  program at Greenvi l l e  Col l ege. John 
Strahl took over baseba l l  i n  1955. The experience turned out to be 
favorabl e  for both the p layers and the coach. Greenv i l l e  athl etes were 
experiencing the unique coaching techniques of Strahl and were con­
tinuing i n  their winni ng tradition; and John Strahl , as he so honestly 
put i t ,  " l earned a l i ttle b it  about basebal l . 11 20 
19Personal correspondence between Dr. W. Richard Stephens and 
the writer. 
20statement by John Strahl during personal conversation with the 
writer, June 1980. 
Strahl coached the Panthers to a four year total of thi rty-one 
wi ns and ni neteen l osses. That record was good enough for a . 620 win­
n i ng percentage, second best among al l of Greenvi l l e ' s  ten basebal l 
coaches. Appendi x H records Greenvi l l e ' s  coaching staffs. 
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Strahl ' s  "batmen" were known for the i r  high scoring games.  H i s  
baseba l l  teams scored i n  double figures fourteen times and were shut-out 
only once i n  four years. They had a four year total of 403 runs scored 
against their opponents 243 runs. 
The 1957 team won seventy-one percent of i ts games , posting a 
ten and four won- l oss record. The 1956 team f i n i shed i n  thi rd p l ace i n  
the conference and recorded a season of seven wins against s i x  l osses . 
I n  basebal l ,  as i n  a l l  the sports he coached, Strahl l ed h i s  
teams by exampl e .  The October 1 ,  1954, Papyrus gave this account of a 
Greenv i l l e  doubl e  header. 
The Greenvi l l e  Col l ege basebal l team took the fi rst game of a 
double header at McKendree Col l ege on September 23 by a 6-4 score 
but l ost the second game 5-0. 
Coach Strahl , i n  keeping with Greenvi l l e ' s  spiri tual emphasi s ,  
cal l e21h i s  boys together for a moment of s i l en� prayer before the game. 
The Papyrus a l so reported on some curious acti v i t i es i n  regard 
to Strahl ' s  reactions to the the Panthers v i ctories by b i g  marg i n s .  
Fol l owing an 18-1 w i n  over Eureka Col l ege: " Saturday morning rumor has 
i t  that Coach Strahl had h i s  arm i n  a s l i ng -- i t  was so t i red from 
wavi ng baserunners around the d i amond. 11 22 
21The Papyrus (Greenv i l l e  Col l ege , Greenv i l l e ,  I l l i noi s ) , 
October 1 ,  1954, p .  4.  
22The Papyrus (Greenv i l l e  Col l ege,  Greenv i l l e ,  I l l i no i s ) ,  Apri l 
29 ,  1955, p .  4.  
This excerpt appeared i n  an art i c l e  by Papyrus writer Walt 
Schofield after Strahl ' s  Panthers downed Springfi e l d  Concordia 20-2. 
The antics described show Strah l ' s  unique approach to athleti c s .  
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At the start of the n i nth frame Coach Strahl was i n  a senti­
mental mood and so he a l l owed the team to switch positions as they 
so desired, and i nsti tuted a new concept i n  p i tc h i ng theory. That 
concept i s :  a new p i tcher to every new oppo s i ng bat2§r. Coach 
Strahl spent the i nn i ng on the bench s i gn i ng Vi stas. 
Bi l l  Staff, one of Strah l ' s  early athl etes , summed up how he 
analyzed h i s  coach ' s  techniques. " I ' m  sure Coach Strahl enjoyed win-
n i ng ,  but other things were just as i mportant. Thi ngs l i ke character 
bui l di ng ,  sportsmansh i p ,  an i nterest i n  h i s  athl etes . . . .  11 24 
Cross Country/1957-1960 
John Strahl coached the Greenv i l l e  cross country squad for four 
years. The sport had been i n i tiated the previous fal l  with an excel l ent 
dual meet record of four wins and one l os s .  Strah l ' s  runners were abl e  
to dup l i cate that same record i n  1957. The 1958 team was not as l uc ky 
and Strahl ' s  11thi ncl ads11 went through the season without a vi ctory 
against three dual meet l osses. They d i d  manage a second pl ace fi n i sh 
i n  a triangular meet i n  which they competed. 
The 1958 and 1959 teams were l ed by hard running Ted Comden who 
saw something special i n  h i s  coach. 11 1 real l y  l i ked h i m  a s  a person as 
wel l  as a coach. I appreciate h i s  ' l ow-key' yet d i s c i p l i ned approach to 
athletic partici pati on. 1125 
23The Papyrus (Greenv i l l e  Col l ege, Greenv i l l e ,  I l l i no i s ) ,  
May 3 0 ,  1955, p .  4.  
24Personal correspondence between B i l l  Staff and the writer. 
25Personal correspondence between Ted Comden and the writer. 
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Strahl developed a rugged cross country course at the Greenvi l l e  
C i ty Park to give the sport a true home course and to promote the sport. 
The idea paid off as h i s  1959 Panthers i mproved to two wins and three 
l osses and hi s 1960 squad bettered the 1959 record with a five and four 
won- l oss record for a wi nni ng season. 
Freshman Steve Ki mery l ed the 1960 Panther harriers and recal l ed 
Strahl ' s  personal coaching effects on the team. 
He cared for the athl ete and was a 11 straight-tal ker. 11 Yet, he 
al l owed for growth and maturity. He rarely tal ked about rules.  He 
was abl e  to communi cate with the athl ete by testimony, examp l e ,  and 
making one feel good about himse l f .  He woul d  tal k  to the athl ete 
about h i s  feel i ngs , h i s  fami l y ,  h i s  g i r l friend, h i s  �5udi e s ,  etc. 
He took time! He i s ,  has , and always wi l l  be Coach! 
The abi l i ty of the 1960 Panther runners to win f i ve meets whi l e  
l osi ng only four gave Strahl a four year cross country coaching career 
of an even e l even wi ns and el even l osses. Appendix T contai ns a record 
of cross country results. 
In 1963 Strahl teamed with cross country coach Bob Bl ume to 
i n i tiate a smal l col l ege cross country i nvitational champ i onship meet. 
This meet , l ater named after Bl ume , has been hosted successful ly by 
Greenvi l l e  Col l ege s i nce 1963 and continues to be one of the top smal l 
col l ege i nvi tati onal s i n  the m i dwest. 
Soccer/1961 - 1970 
Strahl ' s  ten-year soccer coachi ng record was thi rty-two wins 
against fi fty-seven defeats and six t i e s .  From a won-l oss point of 
v i ew ,  one might judge that parti cular coaching as unsuccessful . From 
the p l ayers' point of view, those wi ns and l osses were not as i mportant 
26Personal correspondence between Steve Kimery and the writer. 
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as the l asting friendships they made with the i r  coach, John Strahl . 
Soccer ,  reported to be Amer i ca ' s  fastest growing sport, was 
relatively new i n  the mi dwest and practica l l y  brand new when John Strahl 
took over the coaching chores. In the fal l of 1957 Athletic Di rector 
Strahl announced that the Greenvi l l e Col l ege Soccer C l u b ,  made up al most 
entirely of the col l ege ' s  i nternational students, would be a varsity 
team and p l ay a varsity schedule that season. 
Many American athl etes began showing up for practice to l earn 
about the "new game" and i t  was through Strahl 1 s  unpara l l el ed coaching 
techniques that further success came to the ath l etic department through 
soccer. With numerous 11foreign11 pl ayers on the team , many coaches wou l d  
have had a real communication gap. Strahl ' s  simple coaching phi l osophy 
broke through the l anguage barrier as the fol l owing 1965 Papyrus art i c l e  
i ndi cates. Entitled "Multi-Nation Soccer Team Scores , 1 1  the arti c l e  
rel ates a n  i nc i dent i nvol v i ng Strahl ' s  approach to a parti cul ar foreign 
athlete: " B i g  Steve (Balogun) p l ays a sol i d  game and makes few 
mistakes. Coach Strah l , wanting him to pass out to the wing more often, 
promised him an i ce cream cone every time he woul d  do so. 11 27 
Winni ng was not everything i n  soccer or any sport for Strah l -
coached teams. Part i c i pation was the key. He made each game , each 
day ' s  pract i c e ,  each one-on-one si tuation a real l earning experience 
about humanity, h i s  most vested i nterest. Roy E. Yarbrough, one of 
Strahl 1 s  " l ocal boys made good ,11  has a strong recol l ection of p l ay i ng 
soccer for Strahl . "Our soccer trips were a real p l easure and with 
Coach Strahl parti cipation was a key thing. One thing i n  particular I 
27The Papyrus (Greenvi l l e  Col l eg e ,  Greenvi l l e ,  I l l i no i s ) ,  
November 12 , 1965, p .  4. 
reca l l  was that i f  your parent s ,  or your w i f e ,  were at the game , you 
cou l d  pretty much count on bei ng i n  the starting l i ne up. 11 28 
Doug Tkachuk 1 s  parti a l l y  true, parti a l l y  tongue- i n-cheek ren-
d i t i on of h i s  experience as an 11on the bench11 reporter for the Papyrus 
documents Yarbrough ' s  memory. 
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Sitting next to Coach John Strahl at a soccer game can be quite 
an experi ence. Strahl needs no i ntroduction to Greenvi l l e  stu­
dents--h e '  s the man who developed the athletic department from two 
footba l l s  and a softbal l  to its present b i g  time sca l e .  As a coach, 
he has to be c l assed as an i ndividual . He ' s  the kind of guy who 
doesn ' t  say much, but when he tal ks ,  people l i sten. 
Strahl ' s  constant cal m ,  cool , col l ected manner i s  a l egend. 
This  personal i ty prompted one soccer pl ayer to remark that after a 
Strahl pep-ta l k ,  you fel t  l i ke goi ng to bed. Equa l l y  l egendary i s  
Coach Strahl ' s  method of choosing starters before a game . A typi cal 
monologue goes l i ke thi s :  " Let ' s  see , Whi teman--your mother' s on 
the faculty, yeah, you ' l l  start. Wi l son--your parents here today? 
Okay , you p l ay. Let ' s  see , we need some hal fbacks ; Vers l ui s- - !  knew 
your mothe r ,  get i n  there. Rocourt, you ' re pr�9ty far from home , 
you need something to cheer you up , you p l ay . 11 
Those person-concerned mergers sometimes pai d off with upset 
vi ctories or great scoring combi nations. More often they helped form a 
bond of al l i ance between the team and the coach, and between teammates .  
I n  1965 the soccer team developed i nto the fi rst Prai r i e  Col l ege Con-
ference �occer champions as Greenv i l l e  Col l ege c l i nched the fi rst-ever 
t i t l e  " . . .  i n  a thri l l i ng 4-2 Homecoming w i n  over Pri nci p i a . 1130 The w i n  
gave the Panther booters the Prai r i e  Col l ege Conference crown , a five­
four-one won-l oss record, and Strahl a new Coach of the Year award. 
A group of returning l ettermen helped l ead the 1966 Panthers to 
four w i n s ,  three l osses , and two ties and an unprecedented repeat 
28Personal correspondence between Roy Yarbrough and the writer. 
29The PapYrus (Greenvi l l e  Col lege , Greenvi l l e ,  I l l i no i s ) ,  
September 30 , 1966 , p .  4 .  
30The Vista (Greenv i l l e  Col l ege , Greenv i l l e ,  I l l i no i s ) ,  1966. 
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conference titl e ,  g i v i ng Strahl another P . C . C. Coach of the Year award. 
The Vista boasted that, 11 . . .  upset v i ctories over powerful Eastern 
I l l i no i s  University, 3- 2 , and a tough Rockford team, 1-0 ,  were high-
1 i ghts . . . .  1131 
Strahl and his soccer Panthers a l most earned a third P . C . C. 
champi onship i n  succession during the 1967 season but fel l short. They 
dropped the final conference game of the season to Pri nci p i a ,  who took 
the crown and l eft Greenvi l l e  runner up. Four of the season ' s  ten games 
were overtime contests ; two ended i n  one-to-one deadlocks and the other 
two were exc i t i ng l ast second two-to-one victories over Southern 
I l l i no i s  University--Edwardsv i l l e . 32 Appendix U l i sts a compl ete record 
of soccer results. 
Strahl had the foresight to develop a maximum s i ze p l ay i ng f i e l d  
for soccer when the Panthers moved from the Legion F i e l d  to the Francis 
F i e l d  comp l ex i n  1962 . I t  i s  a ful l regul ation s i ze f i e l d  with a hardy 
"athletic grass" that Strahl had transported i n  from out of the county. 
The s i ze of the f i e l d  contri buted to numerous Greenv i l l e v i ctori es.  
When the Panthers could not beat a better ski l l ed team by finesse , they 
could and d i d  simply outrun them on the b i g  f i e l d .  The soccer team i s  
currently a member of the I l l i no i s - I ndiana Col l egi ate Soccer Conference. 
Gol f/1965-1969 
Gol f at Greenvi l l e  Col l ege has been a sel f-motivating sport 
whereby an i nd i v i dual who had some i nterest i n  the game would be given 
p. 134. 
31The Vista (Greenvi l l e  Col l ege, Greenvi l l e ,  I l l i no i s ) ,  1967 , 
32The Vista (Greenv i l l e  Col l ege , Greenv i l l e ,  I l l i noi s ) ,  1968. 
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the opportunity to p l ay. Al though p l ayed on a 11 c l ub11 bas i s  s i nce 1949, 
gol f  was offi c i a l l y  recognized as a varsity sport i n  1954. U nfortu­
nately there are no results avai l ab l e  from that year ' s  competi tion. 
John Strahl organized a team to p l ay i n  the Prai rie Col l ege Conference 
match i n  1965 and i t  f i n i shed fourth. I n  1966 h i s  squad p l ayed one 
match before the conference and l ost to I l l i no i s  Col l ege by an unknown 
score. The team again pl aced fourth i n  the P . C . C. tournament. 
Appendix V records the gol f  team resul ts .  
Strahl added four more contests i n  1967 with the prospect o f  the 
sport begi nni ng to c l a i m  a permanent p l ace i n  the anuual schedul i ng of 
events. The 1967 squad l ost the first four meets before ending the 
season with a c l ose ni ne-and-one-h a l f  to e i ght-and-one- h a l f  wi n over 
B l ackburn Col l ege. Another fourth p l ace conference f i n i s h  ended the 
season. 
Greenv i l l e  managed to post a three and five won- l oss record for 
the 1968 season. Al though the team was p l aying with more consi stency i n  
dual matches ,  i t  f i n i shed f i fth i n  the conference. Strah l ' s  l ast year 
of coaching gol f ,  1969, saw the Panthers score just one vi ctory against 
seven defeats. A si xth (and l ast) p l ace conference standing culmi nated 
the unsuccessful season. 
Last p l ac e ,  or a five year coaching total of five wi ns and 
seventeen l osses , did not dampen the spirit of Coach Strahl . Neither 
did he a l l ow those stati stics to be of any major concern to h i s  p l ayers. 
Bob Burtch ,  who captained four of Strahl ' s  f i ve gol f  teams , recal l s  that 
he and h i s  teammates sti l l  have fond memories of those years with 
Strahl . 11He al ways wanted us to have a good time and to enjoy our­
sel ves. He woul d  kid us about our performances. There were only two or 
three of us who had real ly p l ayed much gol f  so he knew our l i mitations 
but sti l l  got the best performances . 11 33 
Summary 
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John Strahl began h i s  teachi ng and coaching career at Greenvi l l e  
Col l ege i n  the fal l  of 1950. Over a span of thi rty years , h i s  effective 
admi n i ni stration and l eadership has resul ted i n  the growth of both the 
phys ical education and the athletic departments i nto two of the l argest 
on campus . 
The men ' s  athletic department grew from three varsity sports to 
seven. The women 1 s  program was conceived and estab l i shed and now f i e l ds 
five varsity sports teams. During that thi rty year span, Strahl has 
coached every men 1 s  sport at one time or another. 
Greenvi l l e  Col l ege has been a member of two athletic confer­
ences , the I l l i no i s  Church Col l ege Conference and the Pra i r i e  Col l ege 
Conference. Both organizations achieved charter status due i n  l arge 
part to the ground work l ai d  by Strahl . 
As athletic di rector and head coach, Strahl set l eadership exam­
p l es for both fac u l ty and students. He organized the National Christian 
Physical Education Association that was chartered at Greenvi l l e  Col l ege 
i n  1957. He and h i s  staff continued to be i nvol ved i n  that organization 
and it met aga i n  at Greenv i l l e  Col l ege i n  1964. 
Athletic faci l i ties expanded greatly during the Strahl era. I n  
1959 work o n  a new 1600 seat gymnasi um was begun. At that time, thi s 
faci l i ty was the only one i n  the nation to have an i nfra-red heating 
33Personal correspondence between Bob Burtch and the writer. 
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system. I n  1962 the Franci s  F i e l d  compl ex , now encompass i ng thi rty­
three acres of l and, was acqui red through Strahl 1 s  careful pl anning. 
Thi s comp l ex i s  the s i te of the Panthers' home basebal l and soccer 
f i e l ds ,  the Lady Panthers ' l i ghted softba l l  d i amond, and two i ntramural 
f i e l d s .  The Scott Burgess Memorial Tennis Complex came i nto being i n  
1972. It was bui l t  i n  memory of a Greenvi l l e student-athlete who died 
fol l owing an accident during a practice ses s i o n .  
The Greenvi l l e  Col l ege athletic department ' s  motto has been, 
" Sports for al l -- wi thi n  the wal l s . 11 Strahl saw to i t  that time and 
space were avai l ab l e  to both varsity athl etes and i ntramural athletes. 
Besides prov i d i ng for a fi rst-rate i nterco l l egi ate program, Strahl 
developed two other i ntramural f i e l d s  and an extens i ve program of i ntra­
mural sports and acti v i ties.  Al l of Strahl ' s  programs were desi gned 
wi thin the framework of bui l di ng Christian character and the devel opment 
of good sportsmans h i p .  
Strahl set h i g h  standards of moral conduct, self-di sci p l i ne ,  and 
unity for hi s athl etes , students, and fel l ow coaches. He was always the 
first to show, by examp l e ,  that those high standards were within reach. 
The phys i cal education and athletic departments honored Strahl i n  1976 
by nami ng a major award for him. 
I n  1978 Strahl stepped down as Di rector of Athletics and began 
new duties as Associ ate Vice Presi dent of Devel opment for A l umni Affairs 
at Greenv i l l e  Col l ege. He rema i ns active i n  the athletic department as 
head tennis coach and i s  often cal l ed upon to l ecture at phys i cal edu­
cation majors' seminars. 
In the twenty-seven years as tennis coach for Greenv i l l e  
Col l ege , John Strahl-coached teams amassed an outstandi ng won- l oss 
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record of 211-106. H i s  tenni s  teams have recorded twenty-three w i n n i ng 
seasons and one undefeated season. Strahl earned n i ne Prai rie Col l ege 
Conference Coach of the Year awards , e i ght i n  a row between 1971 and 
1978. Strahl begins h i s  twenty-ei ghth year as tenni s  coach i n  the 
spring of 1981. 
Basketbal l was a favorite sport of Strahl ' s  to coach and he 
coached i t  wel l  for fi fteen years at Greenvi l l e Col l ege. Between the 
years 1951 and 1965, h i s  teams won 220 games and l ost only 140, making 
him the 11wi nni ngest11 coach i n  Greenvi l l e  h i s tory. Strahl ' s  teams of 
1964 and 1965 won back-to-back Prai rie Col l ege Conference champi onships 
and brought Coach of the Year honors to their head mentor. The 1965 
team has been Greenv i l l e ' s  only representati ve to compete i n  the NAIA 
Di strict 20 pl ayoff. A record of twenty-five wins and f i ve l osses by 
the 1956 Panthers was Strahl ' s  best team. 
Famous for a coac h i ng phi l osophy that kept him cool and col­
l ected whi l e  his counterparts ranted and raved on the bal l  courts , 
Strahl was deeply l oved and appreciated by h i s  student-athletes. He 
prided himse l f  i n  taking time to get to know each pl ayer thoroughly. He 
was concerned with the total worth of each of his pl ayers and during h i s  
fi fteen seasons o f  coaching basketbal l ,  a l l  but four o f  h i s  p l ayers 
graduated from Greenvi l l e  Col l ege. Two of those four went on to grad­
uate from other four-year i nstitutions. 
In 1965, h i s  l ast year as basketbal l  coach , Strahl took h i s  team 
on a fi ve-game road trip to the West Coast as a reward for i ts part i ­
cipation. Strahl was h i gh l y  respected by oppo s i ng coaches. A l most 
without except i o n ,  h i s  c l osest friends i n  h i s  profess i on were the 
coaches he faced year after year on the bal l  court. 
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Strahl estab l i shed a tradi tion of total team effort, l arge team 
s i z e ,  and total part i c i pation when he began and coached the varsity 
track teams i n  1952 and 1953. Two records from that f i rst season of 
competition sti l l  stand: J i m  Staff ' s  220-yard l ow hurdle record of 24 . 4  
seconds and R i c h  Stephens 220-yard dash record of 21 . 5  seconds. Strahl 
val ued the team ' s  efforts but also found s i gn i fi cance i n  the perfor-
mances of the i ndivi dual . He encouraged parti cipation for enjoyment as 
wel l  as for competi tion. 
From 1955 to 1958 the varsity basebal l team was coached by 
Strahl . H i s  teams were famous for h i gh scoring games and were shut-out 
i n  only one game i n  four years. Strahl ' s  basebal l teams put together a 
four year total of thi rty-one vi ctories against only ni neteen defeats. 
Al ong with establ i sh i ng w i n n i ng records , his basebal l pl ayers remember 
him for h e l p i ng them to bui l d  their personal characters and concepts of 
sportsmanship as wel l .  
Strahl coached cross country at Greenvi l l e  Col l ege from 1957 to 
1960. During that time he brought prestige and sel f-respect to the pro­
gram by estab l i sh i ng a rugged home course at the Greenvi l l e  C i ty Park 
and by pub l i ci zi ng the efforts of the team to the students on campus.  
Later he teamed with Coach Bob Bl ume and together they establ i shed an 
annual smal l col l ege i nv i tational that rema i ns one of the best organized 
races i n  the midwest. Strahl coached the Panther harriers to an even 
four year record of eleven wins and e l even l osses. 
Strahl recal l ed that he enjoyed coaching the soccer team so much 
because he knew so l i ttle about the game when he started. 34 What he d i d  
34Personal conversation between John M. Strahl and the writer, 
June 1980. 
not know, he l earned quickly from the many i nternational students at 
Greenvi l l e Col l ege who for the most part made up the early teams. 
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Strahl ' s  ten year soccer coaching record was thi rty-two wi ns 
against fi fty-seven defeats and s i x  t i e s .  Hi s athl etes val ued thei r  
personal friendships with the coach more than the games they won, how­
ever. Perhaps one reason for h i s  p l ayers ' dedication to h i m  was due to 
the fact that he was not afraid to l earn from them and with them about 
thi s  new game. Strahl a l s o  made a point of seeing that part i c i pation 
was emphas i ze d ,  wi n or l ose. P l ayers could count on seeing action i n  
the games and, hence, h i s  teams p l ayed hard for him.  They were abl e  to 
defeat traditiona l l y  strong soccer teams through sheer determination and 
l ove for the sport and their coach. 
The soccer Panthers won the first two Prai rie Col l ege Conference 
soccer champi onships i n  1965 and 1966. Strahl uti l i zed the strengths of 
h i s  teams to beat opponents. He knew h i s  p l ayers were possibly weaker 
i n  the ski l l s  of soccer, but he a l s o  knew they cou l d ,  and wou l d ,  
l i teral ly run a team i nto the ground. The varsity soccer f i e l d  i s  a 
ful l regulation s i z e ,  one of the l argest and most beauti ful p l ay i ng 
surfaces i n  southern I l l i noi s .  That factor contributed to numerous Pan­
ther victories. Strahl earned P . C . C .  soccer Coach of the Year awards 
for h i s  1965 and 1966 team ' s  efforts. 
The gol f  teams Strahl coached were characterized by i nd i v i dual s 
who had great desi re but m i n i mum talent. Most years a team was organ­
i zed only to compete i n  the conference tournament. Strah l ' s  four teams 
from 1965 through 1969 d i d  p l ay twenty-two dual matches , however, and 
came away with vi ctories i n  five on those contests. 
Simply v i ewing the won- l oss record of a coach does not g i ve the 
total pi cture of h i s  success. For a coach who stressed partici pati o n ,  
high moral conduct, and standards of sel f-di sci p l i ne ,  John Strahl was 
successful . He wel l  deserves the highly respected title:  COACH. 
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Chapter 4 
PROFESSIONAL INVOLVEMENTS IN ATHLETICS 
Professi onal i nvol vement i n  athletics began for John Strahl i n  
1948-49 as a senior at Tay l or University. During that season he starred 
as the number one s i ng l es pl ayer and coached the men ' s  varsity tennis 
team as wel l .  The fol l owing year he earned h i s  master ' s  degree at the 
Uni versity of I l l i no i s  i n  Champai g n ,  I l l i no i s .  I n  1950-51, Greenvi l l e 
Col l ege ' s  presi dent Dr. H. J .  Long h i red John Strahl to coach the ath­
l etic teams and teach physical education.  
Strahl ' s  c l os e ,  professi onal relationship with athletics con­
tinues to date. He presently i s  representing the NAIA on the United 
States Olympic Commi ttee for the 1980 Moscow Olympic Games. He a l so 
completed h i s  thirtieth year as tennis coach for Greenvi l l e  Col l ege. He 
has coached every men ' s  sport at Greenvi l l e .  
The National Association o f  I nterco l l egiate Athletics 
John Strahl ' s  relationship with the NAIA began i n  the early 
1950 1 s  when he attended numerous Di strict 20 meetings on a regular 
bas i s .  I n  1957 , he was el ected secretary-treasurer of Di strict 20 and 
served i n  that position unti l 1962 . 
I n  1957 , Strahl was sel ected as membership chai rman of the NAIA 
Coaches Association (NAIAC). He served on that executive commi ttee for 
n i ne years. He has served terms as membership chairman, secretary , 
v i ce-president, and president of NAIAC. During thi s tenure he has a l so 
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partici pated i n  several national committee assi gnments . 
Strahl ' s  D i strict 20 col l eagues el ected him D i strict Chai rman i n  
1963 and he served admirably for three years. During this time , 
Di strict 20 was one of the best-organi zed di stricts i n  the NAIA. Member-
ship i ncreased by over twenty-five percent; a district news l etter was 
i n i tiated; i nd i v i dual d i strict coaches '  associations were organi zed and 
began to function effectively;  and di strict champi onship tournaments 
were started i n  each of the fol l owing sports: cross country , tenn i s ,  
gol f ,  wrestl i n g ,  swimmi n g ,  and i ndoor track. 1 
When el ected as president of the NAIAC i n  1963 , Strahl organized 
and was responsi b l e  for i nstituting two major programs. The NAIA COACH 
magazi ne was started with Strahl serving as editor, and a p l a n  whereby 
i nd i v i dual membersh i p  dues i n  the NAIAC were col l ected through i nsti­
tutional memberships was begun. The l atter resul ted i n  the rapid growth 
of the various sport associations. 
The NAIA COACH continues to be publ i shed four times a year and 
i s  a valuable source of i nformation to a l l  members of the NAIA. 
Strahl ' s  NAIAC presidential term ended i n  1965. In that year he al so 
received the NAIA Award of Merit for h i s  outstandi ng service as presi­
dent of NAIAC. He earned a second "Award of Merit" i n  1970 for h i s  
exce l l ent l eadersh i p  i n  D i strict 20. 
John Strahl continued to be a valuab l e  member of the NAIA as he 
served i n  the capac i ty of national chai rman of the D i strict Chai rman 
Committee from 1967-1969. I n  1969 Strahl was el ected to the Executive 
Board of the NAIA. 
1Excerpt from the Nomination of John M i l ton Strahl to the NAIA 
Hal l of Fame , January 9 ,  1975. 
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Dr. Robert E .  Smith observed Joh n ' s unse l f i s h  dedication to the 
NAIA during these years and commented on Strahl 1 s  wi l l i ngness to serve 
i n  any capacity. 
Over the past twenty years I have observed John at work at a l l  
l evel s o f  the NAIA. I have seen h i m  on numerous occasions drive 150 
to 200 m i l es on successive n i ghts to be at the D i strict 20 basket­
bal l p l ay-offs but sti l l  maintai n h i s  teachi ng respons i b i l i ties at 
Greenvi l l e Col l ege. I have seen h i m  battle i nc l ement weather con­
ditions i n  order to be at Di strict meet i ngs even before he had 
official responsibi l i ti e s .  And I have seen John as he recently 
prepared to fly to F l ori da to represent the NAIA on the United 
States Olympic Committee. In al l of these i nstances and hundreds of 
simi l ar ones in between , John has approached h i s  respons i bi l i t�es 
with the same serious dedication and commitment to excel l ence. 
As an Executive Board member Strahl has been the coordinator for 
national tournaments i n  each of the fol l owing sports: basebal l ,  
bowl i ng ,  footbal l ,  gol f ,  ice hoc key , soccer, swimming,  tenn i s ,  track, 
vol l eybal l ,  wrest l i ng ,  and cross country. He has a l s o  served as 
national coordinator for both the E l i gi b i l i ty Committee and the Faculty 
Athletic Representatives Committee. 
I n  1972 Strahl was el ected fourth v i ce president of the NAIA. 
That was a l s o  the first year he represented the NAIA on the United 
States Olympic Committee. H i s  duties expanded i n  1975 to i nc l ude repre­
senting the NAIA for the Amateur Basketbal l Association of the United 
States as wel l  as the Joint Committee on Physical Education and Ath-
l etics i n  Col l eges and Universities. Strahl a l so served on the Joint 
Committee of the NAIA and the Association of I ntercol l egi ate Athletics 
for Women (AIAW). 
Each year, from 1972 on, he moved a step c l oser to the presi­
dency of the NAIA as vi ce-president. Strahl was i nducted i nto the NAIA 
2Letter to the NAIA Hal l of Fame Nomi nating Committee from 
Dr. Robert E .  Smith, January, 1975. 
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Hal l  of Fame for Meritorious Service i n  1976. Dr. W. Ri chard Stephens , 
then Vice Presi dent for Academic Affairs at Greenvi l l e  Col l ege,  com­
mented on the NAIA 1 s  choice of John Strahl as a member of the Hal l of 
Fame , 11John Strahl wi l l  have been honored i f  el ected to the NAIA Hal l of 
Fame. But a l s o ,  the Hal l of Fame wi l l  have added to i tsel f a member 
whose l i fe wi l l  add s i gni fi cant meani ng to the Hal l of Fame . 11
3 I n  March 
of 1977 John Strahl assumed the presi dency of the National Association 
of Intercol l eg i ate Athletics during the annual ceremony i n  Kansas City, 
Mi ssouri . 
John E .  Visser, President of Emporia State Uni versity and cur-
rent member of the NAIA Executive Committee, i n  a July 9 ,  1980 , l etter 
to Strahl expressed these thoughts on the contributions that John Strahl 
had made to the NAIA . 
. . .  just making pl ans for attending our summer Executive Com­
mi ttee meeti ng next week and thinking ahead how nice i t  wi l l  be to 
see a l l  of you agai n when i t  struck me that John Strahl wou l d  not be 
there. 
John , you l eave a real voi d .  Others of us wi l l  try to p i ck up 
where you l eft off but i t  wi l l  not be quite the same. You brought 
something very precious to your role as an active member of the 
Executive Committee and as our president. It was not only your 
phi l osophy of i nterco l l egi ate athletics which fi tted so wel l but 
a l s o  your moral stature which capti vated us.  You had a v i s ion which 
we could strive for both as an organization and as i nd i v i dua l s .  
And, above al l ,  you correlated your actions with words .  
I t  was a pri vi l ege fo4 me to work with you and I feel that I 
have gained much from i t. 
The United States O lympi c Committee 
The United States Olympic Committee (USOC) i s  desi gnated by the 
3Letter from Dr. W. Ri chard Stephens to Dr. Robert E .  Smith 
nominating John Strahl for the NAIA Hal l of Fame , December 31 ,  1974. 
4Personal correspondence between John E .  Vi sser and John M.  
Strahl , July 9, 1980. Permi s s i on to quote secured. 
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International Olympic Committee to enter athletes from the United States 
i n  the Olympic Games.  The committee decides upon the p h i l osophy and 
helps underwrite programs for amateur athl etes i nvol ved i n  the United 
States Olympic effort. 5 
In the l ate 1950 ' s  and early 1960 ' s  Al 0 .  Duer, then NAIA 
Executive Di rector, pushed hard for the NAIA to be recognized by the 
United States Olympic Committee. Through Duer ' s  work and that of other 
NAIA offi c i al s ,  the USOC recognized the NAIA and gave i t  a five vote 
representation on the USOC. 
Strahl served as the NAIA al ternate to the USOC i n  1974 , 1975 , 
and 1976. As president-elect i n  1976 Strahl was appointed as the offi­
c i a l  del egate of the NAIA to the USOC. He became one of seventy members 
of the Executive Comm i ttee. 
Strahl attended both the 1976 Summer Olympic Games i n  Montreal , 
Quebec, Canada, and the 1980 Wi nter Games i n  Lake P l ac i d ,  New York, as 
the NAIA Representative to the USOC. He served on the Food and Housing 
Committee for Lake P l ac i d  and a l so for the 1979 Pan American Games i n  
San Juan , Puerto Rico. Strahl ' s  respons i b i l i t i es on the USOC Executive 
Committee have taken him to numerous USOC busi ness meeti ngs i n  Col orado 
Springs and Squaw Val l ey. 
I n  an arti c l e  i n  the March 14, 1980 , i ssue of the Papyrus , 
Strahl commented on the USOC unanimous vote to support Presi dent 
Carter' s boycott of the 1980 Summer O l ymp i c s .  
Most members o f  the USOC are, for the most part, opposed to a 
boycott. I t h i n k  that i t ' s great such a World Athletic Competition 
5The United States O lympi c Committee Media Guide,  XIII Olympic 
Wi nter Games , Lake P l ac i d ,  1980 (Denver, Col orado: H i rschf i e l d  Press , 
Inc. , 1980 ) ,  p .  2 .  
exists , it  sure beats war. But we a l l  feel that the President 
shou l d  be upheld . 
. . .  the current situation i s  a crossroads for the Olympics 
becauge i t  is the fi rst time the two major nations have been at 
odds. 
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Strahl went on to say that, 11 • • •  it  i s n ' t  so much the competition 
you are destroying,  but the spirit of The Games. 11 7 
Summary 
John Strahl ' s  professi onal i nvol vement i n  athletics began i n  
1948-49 as the men ' s  tennis coach for Taylor University. In  1950, 
Strahl took h is  fi rst ful l -time professional position i n  athletics at 
Greenvi l l e  Col l ege. He has coached every men ' s  sport at Greenv i l l e  i n  a 
span of thirty years of teachi ng and coachi ng .  
Strahl ' s  relationship with the NAIA began in  the early 1950 1 s  
when he attended Di strict 20 business meetings. He served as secretary-
treasurer of Di strict 20 from 1957 to 1962. The National Association of 
Interco l l egiate Athletics Coaches Association (NAIAC) elected Strahl 
membership chai rman i n  1957. He served on that committee for n ine 
years. Strahl 1 s  Di strict 20 col l eagues el ected him district chai rman i n  
1963. He served i n  that post for three years. During his tenure, 
Di strict 20 became one of the best-organized i n  the NAIA. As president 
of NAIAC, Strahl began two major programs that continue to function 
wel l .  He began and edited the NAIA COACH , a magazine for NAIA members. 
Strahl a l so started the col l ection of i ndividual coaches' membership 
dues through i nstitutional membership  fees. 
6The Papyrus (Greenv i l l e  Col l ege, Greenvi l l e ,  I l l i noi s ) ,  
March 14, 1980 , p. 4 .  
7Ibid .  
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Strahl received homage from the NAIA National Office i n  1965 and 
agai n i n  1970 when he was the recipient of the NAIA Award of Merit. He 
served as national chai rman to the Di strict Chai rman Committee from 1967 
to 1969 when he was el ected to the Executive Board. Strahl was the 
national tournament coordinator i n  every sport offered by the NAIA. He 
also served as national coordinator for the E l igibi l ity Committee and 
the Faculty Athletic Representatives Committee. 
I n  1972 John Strahl was el ected as the NAIA ' s  fourth vice­
presi dent. He also first represented the NAIA on the United States 
Olympic Committee (USOC) as an al ternate during that year. The Amateur 
Basketbal l Association of the United States and the Joint Committee on 
Physi cal Education and Athletics i n  Col l eges and Universities were two 
more of Strahl ' s  assignments. In 1976 Strahl was i nducted i nto the 
NAIA Hal l of Fame for Meritorious Service. I n  March of 1977 Strahl 
assumed the presidency for one year of the NAIA. 
When the NAIA final ly received recogni tion by the USOC, Strahl 
was appointed to serve as an alternate to that committee. In  1976,  as 
an official del egate of the USOC , John became i nvol ved with the Food and 
Housing Committee for the 1976 Montreal Summer Olympic Games , 1980 Lake 
P lacid  Wi nter Olympic Games , and the 1979 Pan American Games .  He 
attended both the 1976 Summer and the 1980 Wi nter Games as a member of 
the USOC Executive Committee. 
Chapter 5 
WHAT OTHERS SAY ABOUT OR. JOHN MILTON STRAHL: 
A COLLECTION OF COMMENTS 
What a man l i ves and stands for i s  one measure of h is  success or 
fai l ure i n  society ' s  eyes. What Or. John Strahl ' s  athletes and peers 
say about him i s  the true measure of h i s  success and effectiveness i n  
affecting positively the l i ves of those people  with whom he became asso-
ciated. 
Questionnaires were mai l ed to 133 of Strahl ' s  former athl etes 
and peers. Sixty-seven responses were returned. The fol lowing state-
ments were made about Strahl by those former athletes and peers 
respondi ng to the questionnaire. 
Questionnaire Responses 
Thi rteen of Strahl ' s  former athl etes gave the fol l owing 
responses to the question , "What do you consider to be some of 
Or. Strahl ' s  outstandi ng qualities?" 
1. A committed and dedicated Christian. 
2 .  A love for God, h is  fami l y ,  and man. 
3 .  Abi l ity to communicate with people .  
4 .  Simple  phi l osophy regardi ng l i fe .  
5 .  Emphathize and cares for others. 
6 .  Doesn ' t  take himse l f  too seriously. 
7. Humble .  
8. A good l i stener. 
9. Wel l  l i ked and respected. 
10. Enjoys l i fe and i s  happy. 
11. A common sense approach based on experience and wi sdom. 
12. Understandi ng of human needs. 
13. Doesn ' t  forget you. 
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14. A forgiving heart. 
15. Able to del egate responsib l ity and offer credit where i t  i s  
due. 
-Steve Kimery 
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H is  easy going manner--! don ' t  ever remember seeing him real ly 
angry. His patience--many of his fel lows wou l d  have been booted 
from the team by another coach, but John Strahl bel i eved that they 
woul d  eventual ly  turn their l ives around, and many of them did. H is  
genuine concern for his  p layers showed itsel f i n  many ways . 
-David Col gan 
John Strahl rea l l y  made me feel l i ke I was someone and that 
there i s  no one to be treated di fferently. He was always l ooking at 
the sunny s ide of everything. It rubbed off. 
-Del bert Maroon 
His easy, rel axed manner and patience. His  phi l osophy of l i fe 
and sense of humor. The manner i n  which he relates to a l l  people  
and hi s warm personal ity. H is  i nterest i n  the achievements of 
others. H is  office door was always open -- he a lways had time for 
you. H is  qua l i ties are just too numerous to l i st completely. 
-David Al topp 
Coach Strahl possesses a good sense of humor and has the unique 
abi l i ty of always seeing the l i ghter s i de of what first appears to 
be serious and complex problems. His abi l i ty to work harmoniously 
with a l l  people  i s  one of his more outstanding traits. 
-Tom Young 
Easy going but very i nsightful manner with students and ath­
l etes. Abi l i ty to relate to peopl e  . . .  and get good effort without 
undue pressure. 
-Ted Comden 
He i s  able  to keep several things going at once. I ' ve seen him 
organize a tennis practice,  participate in a conference cal l for the 
NAIA, answer questions about a departure time for a tennis trip 
. . .  a l l  at vi rtual ly  the same time. He always seemed to be abl e  to 
get the most out of an athl ete ' s  abi l i ties i n  key s i tuations. 
-Kevin Hickey 
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He was calm and quiet i n  times of stress. Always an outstanding 
Christian coach. 
-Dr. Kenneth R. Smith 
H is  casual , l a i d-back, never panic styl e ,  his abi l i ty to get 
al ong with everyone and h i s  abi l ity of assessing talent quickly and 
correctly. 
-Dennis Spencer 
Relaxation with l i fe .  He never l ets anythi ng bother him to any 
great degree , at least not that i t  affects his  pub l i c  relations. He 
has a broader perspective than just the winning of a game. Thi s  
a l l ows him to see sports i n  its proper p l ace i n  l i fe .  
-Lesl i e  Krober 
He seemed to be abl e  to l ook beyond the outward barriers of a 
person and understand the real you. 
-Darre 11 A. Lee 
He i s  a "regular" person, yet outstandi ng. 
personal i nterest i n  you no matter who you are. 
name. He has many titles of promi nence, and yet 
about them. 
-Phi l l ip Owsley 
He tends to show 
He remembers your 
he ' s  not snobbi sh 
Coach Strahl ' s  most outstanding qual i ti es? . . .  probably June , 
his  wi fe, and his three kids . . . .  seriously he always had time for 
anyone. He knew when someone was down and cou l d  give you an encour­
aging word when it was needed most. John tried to meet the need of 
every i ndividual . He has a tremendous abi l ity to get l ost i n  other 
people .  
-Roy E .  Yarbrough 
Thirteen of Strahl ' s  peers gave the fol l owing responses to the 
question,  "What do you consider to be some of Dr. Strahl ' s  outstanding 
qual i ties?" 
Dr. Strahl has the amazi ng abi l i ty to recognize the relative 
importance of individual ci rcumstances i n  regard to the big  pie-
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ture. He a l so always manages to use a l l  of the time he has without 
getting ahead of or behind h is  establ i shed goa l s .  These qual ities 
show up i n  h is  abi l i ty to make the peop l e  around him  feel productive 
and comfortabl e  at the same time. 
-Phi 11 i p  Storer 
H is  sensiti vity toward others. Consciousness of other ' s  feel­
i ngs and attitudes. Confident Christian gentleman, who i s  respected 
by a l l  who have ever known him. Abi l i ty to make one feel comfort­
able even when they di sagree. He has a knack for getting people  
i nvol ved even when they i nitial ly  didn ' t  want to. 
-Dr. Robert Mason 
A si ncere i nterest i n  people .  A si ncere l ove for his  fami ly. A 
si ncere bel i ef i n  fairness. I ntegrity beyond reproach .  
-Leon G.  Davis 
He is patient, understandi ng,  loyal . He l oves God, fami ly,  
Greenv i l l e  Col lege , and NAIA. He i s  a f i ne Christian man that l ives 
Christianity .  
-W. C .  Myers 
1. His wi l l i ngness to trust peop l e ,  a l l owing them both the respon-
sibi l i ty and the freedom to do a job . 
2 .  H is  unsel fishness and l oyal ity to h is  friends and associates. 
3. He i nspi res confidence. 
4. Most important , he "sees the big picture . "  He has a great 
abi l ity not to l ose sight of the b ig ,  i mportant goal s.  
-Dr.  Robert E.  Smith 
One of John ' s  outstanding qual ities i s  the abi l i ty to accept a 
person as he i s ,  not as he would hope him  to be. Thi s acceptance 
a l l ows freedom for the i ndividual to grow and develop. Another 
qual ity i s  h i s  optimistic attitude about l i fe in  general and about 
people  i n  particular. Because of their successes ,  as wel l  as fai l ­
ures , he always seemed to have time for students and col l eagues when 
they needed to tal k. 
-Mari lyn Starr 
Sincere , i ntegrity, Chri stian,  ethical , moral , l ow-key but 
strong l eadership ,  dedicated, cooperative,  supportive ,  and positive.  
-Robert Livi ngston 
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Everything about John Strahl i s  outstandi ng. H is  sense of fai r  
p lay was always v is ib le .  He was always methodical , l i stened to a l l  
s ides of i ssues , and expressed h i s  views without sel fi sh i nterest. 
-Steven Senko 
I thi nk the qual i ty that most appeals to me i s  the easy-goi ng 
attitude that he has. I know that deep down ins ide things are 
churning,  but outwardly nothing seems to affect him. Dr. Strahl i s  
a great l eader. He can get you to do things that woul d  be impos­
sible  for other men to do. He brings out the best i n  everyone. 
-Roland F l etcher 
Hi s leadership  abi l i ty. H is  years of experience i n  the field  of 
athletics and i n  working with people .  His  relationship with Christ. 
Hi s l ove for people .  
-Roger E .  Haun 
John has many essential qual ities necessary for l eadership.  
Among the most important are honesty, s i ncerity, humi l i ty , and al l 
the qual ities necessary to deserve the confidence of men. John was 
dedicated without being brashly and sel fi shly ambitious. It  was h is  
nature to serve h is  fel low man and h is  unsel fish nature produced a 
man with the most ideal qual i ties of l eadership.  
-Al 0 .  Duer 
Perspective on l i fe . . .  i ssues that are not l i fe or death do not 
cal l for great emotional outbursts. This i s  a reflection of h is  
Christian faith and experiences in  World War I I  as  I see it .  People  
orientation. He  i s  trustworthy and greatly is  he emul ated for h is  
acceptance of people .  
-Dr. W .  Richard Stephens 
H is  great humanism. H is  genuine concern for peopl e .  He sees 
the best i n  everything and everyone. 
-Dr. Harry Fritz 
The fol l owing section i ndicates the repl ies of eleven of 
Strahl ' s  former athl etes to the question,  11 What was your impression of 
Dr. Strahl as an educator?" 
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He was very i nformative and knowl edgeabl e  and had a great abi l ­
ity to come across with it. 
-Darre 11 A. Lee 
He saw education i n  its broadest sense, not just l imited to the 
c lassroom. He probably taught the most by his  own exampl e--model ed 
for his  students thi ngs that were important. 
-Dr. Robert E. Smith 
I always l ooked forward to his  c l asses with the expectation of 
enjoyment. I l earned a l ot from him,  outside the cl assroom. His 
l ife,  for al l ,  is  a l iv i ng witness. 
-Stu Brynn 
Coach Strahl can probably best be described as one who does not 
put a great amount of emphasis on "book smarts" ;  he i s  a very prac­
tical person. As an educator,  I bel ieve his  goal was to equip peo­
ple  to be functional i n  l i fe .  That does not always take 11bra i ns , 1 1  
but an abi l i ty to be rational and adaptabl e  to s ituations. 
-David Al topp 
Coach Strahl exemp l i fied a l l  the qual ities of a gentl eman and 
professional educator. He taught the val ues of l i fe through exam­
ple .  
-Tom Young 
Coach Strahl educated me by example.  
-Dr. Kenneth R.  Smith 
Somethi ng about him i nspires young people toward more education. 
Thi s is evidenced by how many Greenvi l l e  athl etes and physi cal edu­
cation majors go on to advanced degrees . 
-Robert Briner 
Exce l l ent teacher. He possesses the abi l i ty to communicate with 
theory and app l ication. The uncanny sense of being abl e  to motivate 
and i nterest the student bel onged to him.  
-Steve Kimery 
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Wel l -qual i fi ed ,  always prepared,  i nteresting cl ass to attend due 
to his knowledge of the subject and his  sense of humor. 
-Bi 11 Staff 
A graduate l evel approach to an undergraduate curriculum. He 
made routine courses i nteresting with his  method of presentation. 
-Thomas Bugbee 
H is  teachi ngs were based on l ife situati ons. 
-Roy E. Yarbrough 
Responses by eight of Strahl ' s  peers to the fol l owing question 
appear next, "What was your impression of Dr. Strahl as an educator?" 
He was an excel l ent educator because he i nspi res students to 
attai n  high l evels of qua l i ty. He always covered the necessary 
materi a l s  and most importantly, he conti nual ly  offered examples i n  
practical app l i cation. 
-Phi 11 ip Storer 
John Strahl has been,  and i s ,  the type of educator that has had 
a strong i nfl uence for good on young people -- I feel that hi s i s  
h is  mai n  objective. 
- Leon G .  Dav i s  
He had a great desi re to learn and to improve the soci ety i n  
which he found himself .  He was my kind of educator -- by exampl e  
and i nspiration. 
-Al 0.  Duer 
Students are of ultimate val ue and are to be treated as growing 
persons. He therefore bel i eved i n  education by i nvol vement! ! Expe­
riences of varied sorts -- i n  and out of class -- were to be pro­
vided for a l l -around growth to occur. Hi s expectations for students 
were always to help them mature, and they were tai l ored to each 
student ' s level of attainment. 
-Dr. W. Richard Stephens 
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Conservative and yet not traditi onal for the sake of traditi on. 
Uses the past as a spri ngboard for the future. Committed to the 
Christian heritage as reflected i n  a contemporary educational 
approach to l earni ng. 
-Dr. Robert Mason 
A vast wealth of knowledge. Very earthy. Cou ld  get to the 
l ittle things that mean more than the bol d  things. Most of his  
teachings came from experience , not books. 
-Rol and F l etcher 
John was never threatened by new i deas or suggestions for change 
i n  the Physical Education Department. He a l l owed participatory 
management by the physical education faculty, thus helping to 
develop a strong "esprit des corps" among the members and bui l d i ng 
good relationships between the men ' s  and women ' s  programs. 
-Mari lynn Starr 
Dr. Strahl i s  able to put a l l  events i n  perspective. He imparts 
phi l osophy i n  subtle ways. 
-Dr. Harry Fritz 
The question,  "What i s  your opi nion of Dr. Strahl as a l eader 
and admi ni strator?" brought the ensuing remarks from e leven of h i s  for-
mer athletes. 
He has defi n itely contributed to the minds and bodies of Green­
vi l l e  graduates. Some more than others. For me he set an example 
of what real success is  al l about. That i s ,  i t ' s  not the quantity 
of what you produce that counts , i t ' s  the qual ity of your efforts 
that have everlasting endurance. 
-Phi 1 1  i p Ows 1 ey 
He al lows you to become what you are capable of becoming. To be 
yoursel f  and be honest to yoursel f.  This was shown through his  con­
si stent l i fe .  
-Hank Burbri dge 
He i s  the type of l eader we wi sh a l l  athletes woul d  have the 
opportunity to p lay for. 
-Bi 1 1  Staff 
69 
Dr. Strahl taught me the ultimate pri ncip les of l i fe from my 
associations with him i n  tenni s .  Tenni s ,  as he saw i t ,  was a sport 
which developed character. I l earned about wi nni ng and l os i ng i n  
such a framework that i t  i s  now a part of my l i fe .  The tennis court 
was a 11 l ab11 course. 
-Nelson Bl ount 
I can only say that I hope my son , John , has the privi l ege of 
bei ng on campus and i n  contact with Coach Strahl at Greenv i l l e  
Col l ege at the end of h i s  high school career. 
-Del bert Maroon 
Dr. Strahl imparts a strong sense of sel f-esteem to those he 
coaches. He i s  always seeing the good thi ngs and bui l di ng up the 
young men he teaches and coaches. 
-David Col gan 
Because of his  unique personal i ty ,  he i s  what I term a " s i l ent 
l eader. 11 He i nsti l l s  by exampl e  and a s imple  phi l osophy of l i fe .  
H is  wi sdom in  dec i si ons and the use of  good common sense i s  
respected by those who come i n  contact with him.  Evi dence of these 
inherent qual ities was the doctorate degree awarded by h is  constit­
uency , his  promotion on the admi ni strative staff, positions and 
offices hel d  on the state and national l evels of intercol legiate 
athleti cs.  
As a l eader of young men,  he is  a l egend in his own time. The 
i nfl uence he has hel d  over a l l  the young people  who have been asso­
ciated with him  is great. He i nsti l l s  i deas and thoughts , exhibits 
patience, and then observes growth. Through thi s  process ,  he 
emphasi zes his own personal strengths and weaknesses. Thus , each 
person can also develop h is  own l eadership qual ities.  
-Steve Kimery 
The leadership program designed for the Coast Guard Reserve by 
another person and I compl etely refl ects John Strahl ' s  l eadership.  
He admi ni stered and l ed by examples .  
-Stu Brynn 
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There i s  a mystical qual ity that Coach Strahl possesses that 
i nspi res people  to strive for their  highest potential . Hi s easy­
going manner makes him  an exce l l ent admi ni strator as far as I am 
concerned. When the boat starts to s i n k ,  Coach Strahl i s  the l ast 
one to abandon the ship. In fact, he wi l l  find a way to p l ug the 
hole .  
-David Al topp 
He seemed to be abl e  to see the good qual ities i n  others and was 
able to get others to see i t  i n  themselves. 
-Darre 1 1  lee 
He l ed by example .  I always wanted to do my very best for John 
for I knew he woul d  completely support me. He was a l so quick to 
praise and gi ve credit. He wanted hi s programs to show real 
" c l ass . "  John i nspires people  to do their very best. 
-Dr. Robert E. Smith 
The fol l owing ei ghteen responses a l l  echo Strahl ' s  peers' opin-
ions of him  as a l eader and admi ni strator. 
I know that he i s  and was a fine admi ni strator. I sincerely 
feel that he must have had the same i nfl uence on young people .  
Very positive! 
-Gordon Gi l l espie 
It  has been proven that h i s  i nfl uence is present i n  the l ives of 
others he has touched. Therefore , I thi n k  he has been a good and 
effective l eader of men. 
-Jack Trager 
If  I had a son attendi ng col lege, John Strahl i s  the type of per­
son I woul d  want at the i nstitution my son attended. 
-Leo 0. Traister 
He must have had a very signi ficant i nfl uence on young people  as 
evidenced by the vast number of physical educators and coaches i n  
the ranks of both high schoo l s  and col leges , a l l  teachi ng and coach­
i ng from Greenvi l le Col l ege. 
-Dr. Barry May 
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As an admi ni strator he a l l owed me the freedom and i ndependence 
to develop the soccer program i n  my own way. As a l eader h is  
rel axed and personable attitude towards athletic competition enables 
an athl ete to also relax and perform better. 
-Dr. W. James Stuart 
Dr. Strahl always l i ked to see his  students experience success. 
He made l ocal 11stars11 out of some of the most unl i kely people  and 
then carried their  story i nto the tradition of Greenvi l le Col l ege. 
-Phi 1 1  ip Storer 
I know, from the number of people who come to see John wherever 
we are, that he i s  a l eader. H is  graduates and associates depend 
upon him i n  many respects. As an admi nistrator,  Greenvi l l e  Col l ege 
pl aced him  i n  the Development Office and that tel l s  a story i n  
i tself.  As an Executive Committee member and as presi dent of the 
NAIA, he demonstrated h is  admi ni strative abi l i ty. 
-Clark L. Swisher 
As an admi ni strator, he has an uncanny way of picking the right 
people  for jobs and then is abl e  to del egate authority. As a 
leader, he cou ld  i nsti l l  confidence i n  pl ayers and make them want to 
perform, rather than pressure them i nto performance. P l ayers seem 
to l ove and respect him  as one can see by the great number of ath­
l etes who return for reunions. 
-Bonnie Ti  dba 1 1  
He i s  i n  the top one percent of a l l  the men I have ever known. 
He i s  unquestionably one of the fi nest men I have ever been asso­
ciatd with professional ly or simply as a friend. He always has 
foremost i n  h is  judgements the fi nest and best for those he serves. 
He i s  truly a servant of God. 
-Dr. Robert Mason 
Thorough and organized as an admi ni strator. He l ead by setting 
a model exampl e  of how to l ive and i nteract with people .  
-Or. Robert Gay 
An admini strator who l i ves by the spirit as wel l  as by the l et­
ter of the rul es--who i s  wel l -organized, and who i s  prepared. A 
leader who l eads by example  and expects the best from young people .  
-Leon G.  Davis 
Exce l l ent admi ni strator. Thoughtful of others. Interested i n  
seeing others grow. Wel l  respected as evi denced by l oyal a lumni . 
Has great patience and i nterest i n  young people .  
-W. C .  Myers 
For a man to 1 1survive11 the many changes that have taken p l ace 
over the past thi rty years on the col lege campuses , he had to be a 
great admi ni strator and educator of young men and women. 
-Steven Senko 
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Dr. Strahl did  an outstanding job of admi ni stering by h ir ing the 
right people  to work under him. He was an exce l l ent motivator and 
l eader. 
-Roger E. Haun 
Administratively ,  he brought c l arity of mission and purpose. 
H is  staff respected him and had confidence i n  h i s  abi l ty to "get 
things done . 11 He tended to farm out many of his  admi ni strative 
duties to h is  own staff to engender spirit and morale .  He  always 
l ived h is  own! H is  students almost worshiped him as a person. 
-Dr. W. Richard Stephens 
The fact that John Strahl became presi dent of an organization of 
thousands of coaches and col l ege men proves him  to be a truly out­
standi ng admini strator and, quoting one of my idol s ,  Wi l l  Rogers, he 
11never met a man he didn ' t  l i ke , 11 • • •  and I add . . .  who didn ' t  l i ke him. 
-Al 0 .  Duer 
Dr. Strahl admi ni sters 11softly11 and by examp l e ,  yet persi stently 
and effectively. He has prodigious energy and is always wi l l i ng to 
adjust and adapt to new and di ffi cult s ituations. He i s  a 11ki nd11 
person , yet he wi l l  not bend h i s  bas i c  principles.  He has the great 
knack of creating a fami ly  of the organization he i s  leading. His 
l i fe serves as an admi rable model for the young people  he reaches 
and whose programs he administers. 
-Dr. Harry Fritz 
Dr. Strahl has proven over and over agai n h is  abi l i ty to do a 
job. I feel that Dr. Strahl i s  an outstanding admi ni strator and 
l eader. 
-Charles C. Carro l l  
The question, "What impressed you the most about Dr. Strahl ?"  
i s  answered by ten of  h is  former athl etes i n  the next section. 
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He never bel ittled us for our performances , but used gentl e- l i ke 
suggestions. One day early i n  the spring I ran a 440 for him i n  a 
time that wasn ' t  too good. Hi s only comment was, "Now i f  you put 
two of those together, you ' l l  have a good half m i l e! " 
-Frank Van Val i n  
I n  1956 we had a great basketbal l  team. I was only s ixth man, 
but Coach Strahl made me feel important. He refused to p l ay in a 
Chri stmas tournament unless the organizers agreed to pay for my 
fi rst cl ass fare home to Texas. These thi ngs you don ' t  forget. 
-Robert Briner 
He had pecul i ar expressions that he could say l i ke no one else.  
If he were to praise or imply that somethi ng was ok,  he wou l d  say, 
"You know, you o ld  GC dinks do a real good job. 11 
It  was on the Chri stmas Hol iday Cal i fornia  basketbal l trip .  He 
permitted us to express our desires i n  s i ghtsee i ng ,  etc . , whi l e  we 
were out there. Coming home , we discovered an al ternate route that 
woul d  take us to the Grand Canyon. He real ly wanted to go too but 
used the democratic process and put i t  up for a vote. There was a 
l i tt le  underhanded vote-getting by the only married team member who 
real ly  wanted to get home. By a one vote margin  the idea was 
defeated. He took me aside and humorously sai d ,  "Steve, that ' s the 
l ast time we use the democratic vote method. " Ten years l ater, when 
I became Athletic Director and Basketbal l  Coach at Judson Col l ege,  
he wrote me , sayi ng , "I  shou ld  have known that you ' d  be great, you 
voted for the Grand Canyon! " He never forgot. 
-Steve Kimery 
He always referred to the fact that we , as teachers , must always 
try to bring out the best i n  those people  around us.  
-Fred Reader 
I remember Coach Strahl reading us a passage during one of our 
practices and he paraphrased i t  with this  message, " L i fe ' s battles 
don ' t  always go to the stronger or faster man, but sooner or l ater , 
the man who wins i s  the man who thi nks he can . 11 
-Delbert Maroon 
His  sense of i dentity, or "being himsel f , "  whether on campus 
with students, athletes, and peers--or off-campus with NAIA or 
Olympi cs ; not being ashamed of being from a smal l col l ege , rather 
being proud of Greenvi l le Col lege! 
-Ted Comden 
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He always wanted to treat h i s  pl ayers to a dinner at the Bl ack­
hawk Smorgasbord i n  Jacksonvi l l e ,  I l l i nois .  He wouldn ' t  schedule a 
match with I l l i nois  Col l ege or MacMurray Col l ege on a Monday because 
the Smorgasbord was closed then. He d i dn ' t  think the season was 
complete i f  he cou l dn ' t  see his  p l ayers eat their fi l l  at the Bl ack­
hawk. 
-Kevin Hickey 
I t  was not uncommon for him to say at the al umni soccer games or 
others, 11 • • •  Smith . . .  you say your mother i s  here today , ok . . .  you can 
start! " Another time he took us out to the c ity park where the 
cross country team was having a meet. He wanted us to yel l for 
them, support them. We were doing this during soccer practice and 
were dressed i n  shoes and shorts. After the meet, Strahl sai d ,  
"Ok . . .  everybody run around the l ake on the cross country course. 
The fi rst e leven fini shers wi l l  start the next soccer game . "  Don ' t  
you think we ran! He used uncommon easy-going methods to get good 
results. 
- Lesl ie  Krober 
H is  personal concern for his  p l ayers -- two instances i n  my l i fe 
describe this point: (1) At the begi nning of my senior year, I 
almost did  not come back to school for l ack of fi nances. I shared 
with him  this possibi l i ty and he advised me to f in ish  even i f  I had 
to borrow the money. He sai d ,  "Your education i s  the best i nvest­
ment you can make . 11 I stayed i n  school and found out he was right. 
(2) My junior year I had a stretch of bad shooting nights , and I was 
worried about my starting spot. He came to me i n  practice and sai d ,  
"Dave, i f  you don ' t  score a point, you can be valuable to us.  I f  
you can just get 8-10 rebounds a game, that ' s  al l we need. 1 1  That 
was the encouragement that I needed to relax and I began to p l ay 
much better. 
-David Colgan 
It i s  hard to put my fi nger on one i nc ident because it was h is  
total way of  l i fe that impressed me most. He i s  si ncerely i nter­
ested i n  people  and he helped everyone appreciate l i fe and l i v i ng and 
most of a l l  l i v i ng for Christ. Because of my associations with Dr. 
Strahl I have l earned how to handle l os i ng as wel l  as winning. 
-Nel son Bl ount 
Strahl ' s  peers acknowl edge how he most impressed them. 
He has always been i nterested i n  me as a person. He i s  a wise 
11 sage11 person. He has common sense-pl us.  
-Thomas 0 .  Morgan 
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Back i n  1965 or 1 66 at a Greenv i l l e  Col l ege al umni banquet i n  
which Dr. Elva Ki nney was being honored, John was al so g iven an 
award by the Al umni Association.  In receiving the award John imme­
diately turned the "spot l ight" back on Dr. Ki nney and gave her 
special recognition and a tribute. Though he always receives recog­
nition and praise graciously John has a special way of making others 
feel important too. 
-Marilyn Starr 
John kept tel l i ng me that we were among the l ast of the "old  
guard" coaches and admini strators.  He was right! As  the president 
of the NAIA (fol l owing John) h is  advice was the best part of the 
year. 
-Clark L .  Swisher 
One year I coached soccer at Greenvi l le Col l ege. At the time I 
was married and under extreme f inancial  duress.  When the team 
pl ayed their games , Coach Strahl woul d  buy snacks for the guys to 
eat at half-time. That year he always over-bought so there would be 
l eftovers for me to take home. For two and a half months our food 
supply was suppl emented , at times dominated, by Strahl ' s  goodies.  
-Phi l l i p  Storer 
On two di fferent occasions -- (1) when accepting or assuming the 
presidency of the N .A . I . A. and , (2)  when being i nitiated i n  the NAIA 
Hal l of Fame -- I was impressed by John ' s  strong appreciation for 
the past and h i s  humi l ity--and h is  commitment to the future. 
-Leon G. Davis 
His  thoughtful ness of everyone regardless of their position;  
social position , office hel d ,  etc. , does not preclude the treatment 
received from John Strahl . He makes everyone feel special to him.  
-Dr.  Robert Mason 
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Hi s honesty , wi l l i ngness to rol l up h i s  s l eeves, and h is  organi­
zati ona 1 abi 1 i ty. His  "Abe Li nco 1 n - Wi 1 1  Rogers" style.  
-Gordon G i l lespie 
His i nsi stence on opening meetings with a prayer. H i s  abi l i ty 
to "get across" messages i n  an i ndi rect manner. H i s  tol erance and 
h is  abi l i ty to effectively rel ate to people  whose l i fe styles and 
objectives woul d  certainly not be compatible .  He seeks for new 
experiences and i s  very i nqui s iti ve. He i s  young at heart and i s  
i nterested i n  l earning and observi ng. 
-Dr. Harry Fritz 
In my dea l i ngs at the di strict and conference l evel s ,  I was 
always impressed with h is  abi l i ty to l et those on opposing s ides 
have their say and then make a dec i sion  that would not offend either 
s ide .  Both woul d  thi nk they had won. 
-Bi 1 1  Merri s 
When times were tense, he woul d  bring perspective by means of 
some funny activity. An unski l l ed basketba l l  pl ayer thought his 
moment of gl ory had come when Coach Strahl cal l ed him from the 
bench. The score was cl ose and i t  was l ate i n  the game. What 
di smay came over Bi l l  when Coach Strahl tol d  him to go to the back 
of the scorer ' s  bench to watch the clock and keep the suspect score­
keeper honest! 
-Dr. W. Ri chard Stephens 
A serious i njury occurred i n  the gym during practice one day. 
Coach Fletcher, Coach Strahl , Presi dent Herron,  and mysel f were a l l  
i n  the gym at the time. I t  was i nteresting to see how Coach Strahl 
took charge, remained calm and handed out orders for each of us to 
do --just l i ke the true admini strator that he i s .  
-Roger E .  Haun 
Summary 
Throughout thi rty years of teaching,  coaching ,  and admini stra-
tive duties , John Mi l ton Strahl focused h is  attention and efforts on 
people .  He l i ved by the "Gol den Rule" and personal ly affected hundreds 
of l ives as a positive i nfl uence. 
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The statements made i n  the precedi ng pages of this chapter i ndi-
cate that John Strahl was an effective teacher, leader, and friend. His 
teachi ng ran deep to the roots of many l i ves. This col lection of state­
ments by Strahl ' s  former athl etes stands as evidence of the truth of 
which Henry Adams spoke when he sai d ,  "A teacher affects eternity; he 
can never tel l where his i nfl uence stops . 11 1 
John Strahl ' s  positive,  Christian i nfl uence on h i s  former ath-
letes. and peers has been great. It taught i ndivi dual s to l i ve a true 
l i fe ,  true to themselves and their fel l owman. Henry Van Dyke ' s  "Four 
Things" describes in detai l the formul a  of success Strahl appl ied to 
l i vi ng an i nfl uential l i fe :  
Four things a man must l earn to do 
I f  he woul d  make his  record true; 
To think  without confusion clearly; 
To l ove his  fel low-man si ncerely; 
To act from honest motives purely; 2 To trust i n  God and Heaven securely. 
1Henry Adams , "The Education of Henry Adams , 11 Thesaurus of 
Quotations , ed. Edmund Ful l er ( New York: Crown Pub l i shers, 1941), p .  
425. 
2Henry Van Dyke , "Four Things , "  Thesaurus of uotations , ed. 
Edmund Ful l er (New York: Crown Pub l i shers , 1941 , p. 88. 
Chapter 6 
11STRAHLISMS11 -- A PHILOSOPHY OF LIFE 
The Origi n of the Strahl i sm 
The fi rst words John Strahl uttered after the speech coaching of 
hi s twi n s ister Jean may qual i fy as the ori gi nal "Strahl i sm. 11 The exact 
date or content of the fi rst sagacious maxim of Strahl was never 
recorded for posterity. 
The term 11Strah l i sm11 origi nated with June (Starr) Strahl . 
Hearing others comment on John ' s  i nfamous verbal contributions at 
meeti ngs , athletic contests, and classes , June quickly l abeled the 
col l ection of sayings , 11Strah l i sms11 • She explained, 
John has thi s  attitude that calms peopl e  around him because of 
h is  youthful experiences during World War I I  where he came ''that 
cl ose" to meeti ng his Maker several times. I f  i t  i s n ' t  a l i fe or 
death situation1 John does n ' t  see any reason to get upset or l ose sl eep about it. 
Si nce then, Strahl ' s  sometimes witty, sometimes obvi ous , and 
alway true proverbs have been l ooked upon as the bas i s  for h i s  common-
sense, easy-going l i festyl e. 
A Way of L ife i n  Words 
For one to understand John Strahl , one must l i sten to his  wi sdom 
expressed i n  many differing s ituations. The fol l owing examples were 
1statement by June (Starr) Strahl during personal conversation 
with writer, Greenvi l l e ,  I l l i noi s ,  January, 1980. 
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contributed v ia  the questionnai res by his  col l eagues , athl etes , and stu­
dents. They express l essons l earned about l i fe through 11Strah l i sms. 11 
"Don ' t  judge anyone too quickly. G i ve him a l ittle time to 
grow, wait ten years or so after he gets out of col l ege and see what he 
becomes . "  
"Take your time i n  col lege. No one wi l l  l i sten to you before 
you are thi rty anyway -- and they may not ever! " 
" I f  you l i ve l ong enough , you wi l l  see everythi ng three times. 11 
" For some reason or another, struggl e  general ly  brings great 
satisfaction . "  
rary. 1 1  
"Attitudes are most i mportant; material things are often tempo-
"When it i s  al l said and done people  wi l l  l i kely accept you i n  
the l ong run of dai ly performances -- as a good person, teacher, or 
ditch digger.1 1  
"Maturing i s  a l i fe- l ong project. 11 
"Sports, music ,  art, rel igion ,  and pol i ti cs make the world go 
around -- otherwi se war i s  the only al ternati ve . "  
ti me. 11 
"A good l i fe value system i s  not a gimmick or gadget -- it takes 
"One can borrow money , but not time or good friends . 11 
" Re lax and p lay it by ear. Thi ngs wi l l  work out i n  their own 
good time . 11 
I n  response to a difficult s ituation he would comment, "Do n ' t  
let it  bother you; i n  two weeks we ' l l  be l aughing about it. 11 To that he 
might add, "The young are impatient. Everythi ng comes out i n  the wash. 
The chickens a l l  come home to roost. 11 
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On Athletics 
In h is  early seasons of coaching a new sport, Strahl app l i ed the 
KISS pri nci p l e ,  or,  " Keep it  simp l e ,  Stupid . 11 Coach Strahl never went 
i nto a game that he thought he might l ose. He woul d  say, "They put 
their pants on the same way that we do: one l eg at a time . 11 
Soccer was one sport he coached by the KISS pri ncip le ;  an 
examp l e ,  "Always keep the bal l  i n  front of the i r  goal . If we can ' t  kick 
it  i n ,  they wi l l . 11 In tennis it was , " Learn to return the bal l .  Your 
opponent wi l l  provide the mi stakes . "  He kept h is  coaching l ow- keyed and 
i n  one non-pressure situati on,  he quipped, " I  wonder who we ' re p l aying 
today, anyway?" 
Greenvi l l e  Col l ege ' s  current athletic di rector, Jack Trager , 
used the fol lowing 11Strah l i sm11 to help keep h is  coaching i n  a proper 
perspective: "You wi n some, you lose some, and some get rained out. 11 
I n  the same vei n ,  Trager reca l l s  Strahl i nstructing him  with, "There i s  
no sense getti ng worked up over the outcome of a bal l game. It i s n ' t  
1 i fe o r  death, 1 i ke war. 11 
The 11Strahl i sm11 that best reflects h i s  attitude towards ath­
l etics and its carry-over value was mentioned by over eighty percent of 
the respondees: 11A hundred years from now no one wi l l  remember who won 
or l ost or even the score of the game ; but they wi l l  remember the 
important things about the people  and experiences around them. So let' s 
have fun , do your best, and keep everything i n  perspective. " 
Greenvi l l e  Col l ege was a favorite subject of Strahl ' s . One of 
h i s  most memorable statements about h is  11empl oyer11 and 11second-home11 
refers to the col l ege as more than just bricks and bui ldings: 
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Greenvi l le Col l ege i s  a spi rit;  it  i s  peop l e ;  it  i s  a smal l 
i s l and where we are abl e  to perform for God for a short time. Here 
you don ' t  fool students very l ong because students are l i ke chi l dren 
and dogs--they sense qua l i ty when then find it.  At Greenv i l l e ,  and 
anywhere else ,  education and sports are a priv i l ege. 
On Himse l f  
Strahl was quick to set the pace for others to march by , but he 
also held high standards for his  own venture through l i fe ' s  hi l l s  and 
val leys. Behind his  desire for excel l ence was the credo , "The only way 
to go i s  to go fi rst c l ass . "  He tol d  students , "Always try to do your 
best and be able  to face yoursel f. That ' s  a l l  anyone can ever ask of 
you . "  He l i ved up to that chal l enge. He said ,  "We a l l  l ive a recog-
nized pattern; a l l  I ask are options i n  l i fe. " 
H is  mission i n  l i fe was clear to him and, reflecting on that, he 
stated, " L i fe i s  no brief candle for me ; it  i s  a splendid torch which I 
have for only a moment of time . "  Hi s time and efforts were spent i n  
l iv ing up to those sel f-imposed measures . Strahl bel i eved that " l i fe i s  
made i n  God ' s  image; therefore , it shoul d not be spent i n  vai n . "  
Thomas Bugbee was abl e  to reca l l  Strahl ' s  abi l i ty to see the 
whole  picture, not only for himse l f  but for others as wel l .  Bugbee 
recounts the situation l eading up to a particul arly meaningful 
"Strahl i sm" : 
A 11Strahl i sm11 emerged at a time when I was experiencing a great 
deal of difficulty grappl i ng with God and faith. Coach Strahl 
related that it  was "too bad" that faith wasn ' t  as easy for every­
body to accept as it  appears to be for the o ld  woman sitting i n  a 
rocking chai r on the porch of her home up i n  the hi l l s  of Kentucky. 
With the abundance of awards and special recognitions he has 
received , John Strahl has not l ost h is  sense of d irection. He wel l 
remembered h is  beginni ngs and how he advanced, " I n  school I was the 
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smartest kid i n  the dumb row! " When he was i nducted i nto the NAIA Hal l 
of Fame i n  1976 he sent h is  twi n Jean a copy of a newspaper cl ipping 
describing the significance of the event. Across the bottom of the 
artic l e  he had quickly but accurately scribbled,  "Jean, a l l  thi s from 
shooting basketbal l s  against the coal shed i n  New Phi l ly! " 
Summary 
The s imple  and truthful statements of John Strahl took on spe­
cial  meaning to those who best knew him.  Throughout hi s career as an 
admi ni strator, coach, and teacher ,  he took the time to offer assi stance 
to the many l ives with which he came i n  contact. 
The ori gi nal 11Strahl i sm , 11 though unrecorded , set the stage for 
the numerous quips,  comments , and expressions Strahl offered as i nspi­
ration,  salve , and diversion. One "Strahl i sm" reflects this theme more 
than any other the Greenv i l l e  sage has offered. It provides a concise 
and genuine description of the origi nator ' s  sel f-design , " Learn to give 
of yoursel f . . .  1 1  
Chapter 7 
SUMMARY , CONCLUSIONS, ANO RECOMMENDATIONS 
Summary 
John M. Strahl has taught and coached at Greenvi l le Col l ege for 
thi rty years. During that time (1950-1980) ,  he became one of the most 
highly respected i ndividuals on the Greenvi l le Col l ege campus and i n  the 
field  of phys i cal education and athleti cs.  That respect was based on 
h is  knowledge of peopl e  and of h is  profession,  on the high standards of 
conduct he set for himself and h i s  student-athletes , and on h is  genuine 
concern for the total worth of the i ndividual . 
Strahl ' s  special efforts to exert a l asting i nfl uence on the 
l i ves of the people  with whom he came i nto contact caused him  to con­
stantly reach out and g ive people  something di sti nctive that they 
needed. Those particular needs varied from one personal ity to the next 
but a l l  received simi l ar treatment and results from Strahl ' s  abi l i ty to 
see the "total picture . "  
The purpose o f  the study was to col l ect and arrange information 
leading to a compi l ed hi story that woul d  accurately record the l i fe and 
professional contributions to date of Dr. John Mi l ton Strahl to physical 
education and athletics at Greenvi l le Col lege. Another i ntent of the 
thesi s  was to bring i nto focus the s ignifi cant effect of one man on an 
i nstitution of higher education ,  a national organi zation ,  and numerous 
students and col l eagues. 
83 
84 
Strahl was born July 1 ,  1924, i n  New Phi l adelphi a,  Ohi o .  He 
l oved athletics because it brought people together. John ' s  parents 
pl aced a high value on both education and rel i gi on and h i s  fami ly  back­
ground i ncl uded several generations of educators. John recal led that 
the fami ly  was most i mportant during his  childhood and many experiences 
stand out i n  his  memory that i nvol ved family participation and communi­
cation. 
John attended school in New Phi l adel phia  unt i l  his senior year 
i n  high school when his  family moved to Rosevi l l e ,  Ohio.  He graduated 
from Rosevi l l e  i n  1942 , fol l owing a successful year of athletic partici­
pation and other student l eadership roles.  His col l ege education at 
O l i vet Nazarene Col l ege i n  Kankakee, I l l i no i s ,  was i nterupted after only 
one semester by World War I I .  John enl i sted i n  the Army and served 
admirably i n  the European Theatre for twenty-five months , i nc luding 
ei ghteen months i n  combat i n  four major combat areas. H is  experience i n  
the mi l i tary as a very young man convi nced him that only l i fe or death 
s i tuations merited i ntensive reacti on .  That calming attitude was 
refl ected i n  his personal i ty and l ater i n  his  teachi ng and coachi ng. 
Strahl returned to col l ege i n  1946 and came under the i nfl uence 
of Dr. Ronald Jones , professor of physical education at O l i vet. John 
took on numerous student l eadership roles and became more certain of his  
desire to major in  physical education.  When Dr.  Jones left O l i vet to 
teach and coach at Tay l or Univers i ty i n  Upl and, Indiana, John deci ded to 
transfer to Taylor as wel l  to earn his degree i n  his chosen professi on .  
Whi l e  sti l l  at  O l i vet John met June Starr and after a l engthy 
engagement, the two were married i n  1947 and now have three children. 
John graduated from Taylor Universi ty i n  1949 and entered graduate 
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school at the University of I l l i no i s  at Champai gn. He successful ly 
completed his master ' s  degree i n  physi cal education i n  1950. That fal l 
John began his teachi ng and coachi ng career at Greenvi l l e  Col l ege. 
At Greenvi l l e  Col l ege John served as athletic di rector, head 
coach of three varsity men ' s  sports , and, al ong with h is  wife, June , 
taught the physical education courses. Strahl was i nstrumental i n  the 
physical education and athletic departments' growth i nto two of the 
largest on campus. Through his unti ring efforts four more men ' s  varsity 
sports were added and f ive women ' s  vars i ty teams came i nto being. Under 
h is  di rect l eadership,  Greenv i l l e ' s  athletic faci l i ties mul tipl ied i nto 
a new 1600 seat gymnasi um ,  a thi rty-three acre athletic compl ex for 
basebal l ,  soccer, softbal l ,  and i ntramural s ,  and a new tenni s  complex.  
H is  coaching record is  outstandi ng. More i mportantly, however, 
is the significant positive i nfl uence Strahl has had on the athletes and 
students he has i nstructed. The emphasis he p l aced on the "whole stu­
dent" receiv i ng the total educational experience caused a great many of 
his former student-athletes to g ive credit to Strahl for the personal 
successes that they have encountered l ater i n  l i fe. At one time Strahl 
determi ned that over forty-two col l eges and universities across the 
nation had within their ranks faculty members who had been athletes 
under Strahl ' s  i nfl uenti al coachi ng. 
The basketbal l  and tennis teams he coached amassed the most 
impressive season tota l s .  He coached basketbal l from 1950 to 1965 and 
produced 220 victories against 140 losses ,  with winning seasons thi rteen 
out of fifteen years. In tennis h is  teams won eight straight Prai rie 
Col l ege Conference championships and have recorded a twenty-seven year 
won-l oss total of 211-106. 
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During his  early years of coaching at Greenvi l l e  Col l ege , Strahl 
began his  long and fruitful association with the National Association of 
Interco l l egi ate Athletics (NAIA) . From 1957 to 1980 Strahl has hel d  
every major title and served i n  every office o f  the NAIA. (Appendix C 
l i sts posi tions hel d  by year. ) I n  1977 John received h i s  highest honor 
when he was el ected presi dent of the NAIA. 
H is  association and successful admini strative work i n  his  pro­
fession al so gave him the opportunity to serve on the United States 
Olympic  Committee as a representative of the NAIA. 
Strahl ' s  talents and dedication to the advancement of his  pro­
fession have not gone unrewarded. He has twi ce been named recipient of 
the NAIA ' s Award of Merit  for Outstanding Leadership.  In  1976 he was 
i nducted i nto the prestigious NAIA Hal l of Fame. He was al so honored 
that year by his  own when Greenv i l l e  Col l ege bestowed an Honorary Doc­
trate of Education upon Strahl . (Appendix D l i sts awards and honors 
received by year. ) 
John Strahl has served so many so unselfi shly and has seen the 
fruits of his  l abors bl ossom i nto some of the great l eaders of today i n  
athletics and physical education. His i nfl uence and guidance of young 
people seemed div i nely i nspi red and he continues to serve with great 
purpose the cal l i ng he received early i n  l i fe .  Throughout h i s  suc­
cesses , the growth he i nspi red i n  physical educati on and athleti cs , the 
l eadership he gave i n  l ocal , regional , and national organi zations , and 
the l i teral ly  hundreds of i ndividual people he befriended and i nf l u­
enced, John Strahl has remained humble i n  his  self-image. He i s  sti l l ,  
11Coach. 11 
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Conclusions 
Thi s  writer shares the opi nion of many who know Strahl that the 
i nfl uence he had on the growth of physical education and athletics at 
Greenvi l l e  Col lege was great. In  fact a l l  tnat Strahl had to offer his  
profession cou ld  not be contai ned withi n one i nstitution of higher 
education. So vast were the talents and dedication at hi s command that 
they l ed him to the hi ghest l evel s of achievement within the framework 
of the worl d ' s  foremost athletic society. The magnitude of his  accom-
pl i shments cannot be contained here i n ,  for i n  fact, as he maintains h is  
service to Greenvi l le Col lege and gives counsel i n  his  f ield ,  he  con-
ti nues to maximize his  tremendous abi l i ty to bri ng together and affect 
the l i ves of people. 
The i ntent of the writer has been to uncover and bring to l ight 
the i nherent benevolence of one man, John M i l ton Strahl , and to add, i n  
some way, to the understanding of how he contributed to the overa l l  
betterment o f  h is  fel lowman through h is  chosen profession.  The success 
of this attempt to make an hi storical record i n  thi s  may be cl ouded by 
the vastness of the amount of material  uncovered and at least by an 
i nab i l i ty to document scienti fical ly the personal thoughts and fee l i ngs 
of over one hundred people .  Fortunately,  one precedi ng writer recog-
ni zed the l abors of such a Herculean task. W. H. Auden authored the 
statement " I  Bel ieve , "  and this writer c l i ngs to that quotation i n  
response to criticism of this thesi s :  "Goodness i s  easier to recognize 
than to define;  only the greatest nove l ists can portray good people . 11 1 
1w. H .  Auden, " I  Bel ieve , "  Thesaurus of Quotations , ed. Edmund 
Ful ler (New York: Crown Publ i shers , 1941) , p .  425. 
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Recommendati ons 
The fol l owing recommendations are made: 
1. Fol l owing John Strahl ' s  reti rement from Greenv i l l e  Col l ege, 
i t  is recommended that an updated account be added to this thes i s .  This 
addition would provide a more complete edition of the "Strahl Era , "  
which would be avai l able  t o  future readers. 
2 .  A succeeding study i s  recommended to record the hi story of 
the physical educati on and athletic departments at Greenvi l l e  Col l ege so 
that hi storical evi dence of the col l ege ' s  contributions through these 
two subjects wi l l  also be recorded. 
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APPENDIXES 
Name 
Address 
Address 
Dear 
APPENDIX A 
COVER LETTERS OF CORRESPONDENCE 
405 Eastern 
Greenvi l l e ,  I l l i no i s  62246 
July 30,  1979 
I am gathering data for the purpose of writing a thesi s  for a 
Master ' s  degree i n  Physi cal Education at Eastern I l l i no i s  University. 
My paper is entitled, "Dr. John Mi l ton Strahl : H is  Li fe and Profes­
sional Contributions to Physical Education  and Athletics at Greenvi l l e  
Col l ege. "  
My pre l i mi nary research i ndicates that Dr. Strahl was one of 
your coaches when you were a student at Greenv i l l e .  Consequently your 
immedi ate response and assi stance wi l l  be greatly appreciated. 
Encl osed i s  a questionnaire to which I hope you wi l l  respond. 
Upon completion of the questions , p l ease feel free to i ncl ude any 
additional i nformation you consider pertinent. 
I am l ooking forward to hearing from you soon , and thank you for 
your i nvaluable assi stance. 
Sincerely yours , 
John A .  Hol ak 
JAH/mh 
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Name 
Address 
Address 
Dear 
405 Eastern 
Greenv i l l e ,  I l l i no i s  62246 
July 30 , 1979 
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I am gathering data for the purpose of wri ti ng a thesis  for a 
Master ' s  degree i n  Physical Education at Eastern I l l i no i s  University. 
My paper i s  entitled,  1 1Dr. John Mi l ton Strah l :  H i s  Li fe and Profes­
si onal Contributions to Physical Education  and Athletics at Greenvi l l e  
Col lege . 11 
My prel imi nary research i ndicates that Dr. Strahl was one of 
your coaches when you were a student at Greenv i l l e .  Si nce that time 
you have been associated with him  on a professional l evel as wel l .  
Consequently your immediate response and assistance wi l l  be greatly 
appreciated. 
Enclosed i s  a questionnaire to which I hope you wi l l  respond. 
Upon completion of the questions , pl ease feel free to i ncl ude any 
additional information you consi der pertinent. 
I am l ooking forward to hearing from you soon , and thank you for 
your i nvaluable assi stance. 
S incerely yours , 
John A. Holak 
JAH/mh 
Name 
Address 
Address 
Dear 
----
405 Eastern 
Greenvi l l e ,  I l l i no i s  62246 
July 30,  1979 
I am gathering data for the purpose of writing a thesi s  for a 
Master1 s degree i n  Physical Education at Eastern I l l ino i s  University. 
My paper i s  entitled,  11Dr. John Mi l ton Strahl : His  Life and Profes­
sional Contributions to Physi cal Educati on and Athletics at Greenvi l l e  
Col l ege. 11 
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My prel imi nary research i ndicates that you have been associ ated 
with Dr. Strahl on a professi onal l evel . Consequently your immediate 
response and assi stance wi l l  be greatly appreci ated. 
Enclosed i s  a questionnaire to which I hope you wi l l  respond. 
Upon compl etion of the questions,  pl ease feel free to i ncl ude any 
additional information you consi der pertinent. 
I am l ooking forward to hearing from you soon ,  and thank you for 
your i nval uable assi stance. 
Si ncerely yours, 
John A. Hol ak 
JAH/mh 
APPENDIX B 
QUESTIONNAIRE 
Return to: Your Name 
Current Address 
John A. Holak 
Greenvi l l e  Col lege 
Greenvi l l e ,  IL  62246 
��������-
QUESTIONNAIRE 
Please complete the questions i n  the manner i n  which you feel 
wi l l  provide the most pertinent i nformati on to the completion of the 
study. You may use a separate sheet of paper, and i f  you do so , p lease 
be sure that your name i s  on a l l  material returned. P lease i ndicate any 
statements you do not wi sh to be quoted. I wi l l  consi der al l material 
quotabl e  unless otherwise i ndicated. 
A. Describe the manner i n  which you became acquai nted with Dr. John 
Strahl , when you made his  acquaintance, and i n  what capacity. 
B .  What do you consider to be some of Dr. Strahl ' s  outstanding 
qual ities? 
C .  What was your impression o f  Dr. Strahl from one or more of the fol ­
l owing v iew poi nts : 
1 .  Educator: 
2 .  Athlete: 
3. Opposing Coach: 
D .  Using an  anecdote , describe what has impressed you the most about 
Dr. Strahl .  
con ' t  
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Questionnaire Page 2 
E .  P lease comment on  your impression of  Dr. Strahl ' s  personal i ty .  
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F .  Briefly reflect upon your thoughts in  reference to Dr. Strahl as an 
admi ni strator and l eader of young men. 
G .  Dr. Strahl is  known for his  11Strahl i sms11 or brief summations of l i fe 
i n  a phi l osophical manner. If there was or i s  a 11Strahl i sm11 that 
stands out i n  your mind that reflects your thoughts and relationship 
with Dr. Strahl , p l ease describe it .  
Appendix C 
NAIA/USOC POSITIONS HELD BY YEAR 
1957-62 El ected secretary-treasurer of NAIA District 20 
1957-66 Sel ected membership chai rman of NAIAC (Coaches Association) 
1957-66 Served terms as membership chairman, secretary , vi ce-president, 
and president of NAIAC 
1963-66 E lected president of NAIAC 
1963-66 E l ected chai rman of NAIA District 20 
1967-69 Named national chai rman of the Di strict Chai rman Committee 
1969 Elected to the Executive Board of NAIA 
1969-77 Served as national coordinator for each of the NAIA National 
Tournaments i n  the twelve sports of basebal l ,  bowl ing ,  foot­
bal l ,  gol f ,  ice hockey, soccer, swimming ,  tenn i s ,  track, 
vol l eybal l ,  wrest l i ng ,  and cross country 
1970 Served as national coordinator of the NAIA E l i gi b i l ity 
Committee 
1972-76 Served as fourth through first vice-president of NAIA 
1972 El ected fourth vi ce-president of NAIA 
1972 Represented the NAIA on the United States Olympic Committee 
1974-76 Served as the NAIA al ternate to the USOC 
1975 Represented the NAIA for the Amateur Basketbal l Association of 
the United States 
1975 Served on the Joi nt Committee on Physical Education and 
Athletics i n  Col l eges and Universities representing the NAIA 
1975 Served on the Joint Committee of the NAIA and AIAW 
1976 Appointed official NAIA del egate to the USOC 
1976-80 Served on USOC Executive Board Food and Housing Committee 
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1977 El ected president of NAIA 
1977 Served on Joint Committee of the NAIA/NCAA 
101 
1977-79 Served as coordinator of the National Association of Co l l egiate 
Di rectors of Athletics 
Appendix D 
AWARDS AND HONORS RECEIVED BY YEAR 
1941-42 Senior cl ass president; co-captain basketbal l team, Honor Rol l  
at Rosev i l l e  High School 
1945 Awarded the Army ' s  Good Conduct Medal 
Awarded the Army ' s  Meritorious Service Unit Pl aque 
1949 Received Bachelor of Science degree from Taylor Uni versity 
1950 Received Masters of Science degree from the Universi ty of 
I 1 1  i noi s 
1957 lOOth Basketbal l coaching victory 
1959 P . C . C .  Tennis Coach of the Year 
1963 "This  i s  Your Life" honorary tribute at Greenvi 1 1  e Co 1 1  ege 
1964 200th Basketbal l  coaching v ictory 
1964 P . C . C .  Basketbal l Coach of the Year 
1965 Awarded the Greenv i l l e  Col lege Al umni Association Award for 
Outstand i ng Leadership 
1965 P . C . C .  Soccer Coach of the Year 
1965 Received the NAIA Award of Merit for h i s  service as president 
of NAIAC 
1965 P . C . C .  Basketbal l Coach of the Year 
1966 lOOth Tennis coaching victory 
1966 P . C . C .  Soccer Coach of the Year 
1970 Earned a second NAIA Award of Merit for h is  excel l ent l eader­
ship i n  Di strict 20 
1971 Appeared i n  the 1971 edition of Personal i ties of the West and 
Midwest 
1971 P . C . C. Tennis Coach of the Year 
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1972 P . C . C .  Tennis Coach of the Year 
1973 P . C . C .  Tennis Coach of the Year 
1974 Received the Di sti nguished Service Award from the National 
Education Association 
1974 P . C . C .  Tennis Coach of the Year 
1975 Sel ected to Outstanding Educators of America 
1975 P . C . C .  Tennis Coach of the Year 
1976 Inducted i nto the NAIA Hal l of Fame for Meritorious Service 
1976 P . C . C .  Tennis Coach of the Year 
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1976 Received an honorary Doctrate of Education degree from Green­
vi l l e Col lege 
1976 Received the Recognition Award from the Bond County Community 
Unit # 2 Schoo l s  
1977 P . C . C. Tennis Coach of the Year 
1977 Received an Award of Appreci ation for Participation i n  the NAIA 
International Cup Basketbal l  Tournament 
1977 200th Tennis coaching victory 
1978 P . C . C .  Tennis Coach of the Year 
1978 Sel ected for the Taylor University Chamber of Achievement Award 
1979 Received the Hi gher Education Award by the Commission on 
Christian Education of the Free Methodist Church 
Appendix E 
RECIPIENTS OF THE JUNE STARR STRAHL AWARD 
1975 Pat Dav i s  
1976 Nancy Davenport 
1977 Lynn Best 
1978 Dorothy Jordan 
1979 Sue Bixler 
1980 Carolyn Parker 
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Appendix F 
RECIPIENTS OF THE JOHN M. STRAHL AWARD 
1976 Pamela  Jordan 
1977 Lynn Best 
1978 Debbie Deppe 
1979 Kathy Shemwe l l  
1980 Becki Richert/Carolyn Parker 
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Appendix G 
CHRONOLOGICAL ORDER OF IMPORTANT EVENTS: 
ATHLETICS AND PHYSICAL EDUCATION 
GREENVILLE COLLEGE 
1905-06 Alpha Athl etic Association began -- f i rst i ntramura l s  
1943 Intercol l egiate Athletics began -- men ' s  basketbal l 
1945 First home basketbal l game was pl ayed i n  Burritt Gymnasium on 
December 7,  1945, versus Eden Semi nary 
1947 Varsity basebal l and tennis teams began 
1948 First physical education major 
1948 Team named changed from Greml ins  to Panthers 
1950 Strahls  arrived at Greenvi l l e  Col l ege and began coaching and 
teaching careers 
1950 Thanksgi v i ng Turkey Tournament began -- men ' s  basketbal l 
1951 Advent of the Al umni Homecoming basketbal l  game 
1952 Varsity track and field  team began 
1952 Greenv i l l e  Col lege jo ined the I l l i noi s Church Col l ege 
Conference 
1953 Women ' s  varsity basketbal l began 
1953 Prai rie Col l ge Conference chartered 
1953 Greenvi l l e  Col l ege joined the I l l i no i s  Association for the 
Professional Preparation of Health,  Physical Education and 
Recreation Majors 
1954 Varsity gol f  team began 
1955 Greenvi l l e  Col l ege joi ned the NAIA 
1956 Varsity cross country team began 
1957 National Christian Physical Education Association chartered on 
the Greev i l l e  Col l ege campus 
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1957 Varsity soccer team began 
1959 Construction began on the new gymnasium 
1960 Women ' s  varsity tennis team began 
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1961 H. J .  Long Gymnasium dedicated; fi rst home basketbal l game held 
in the new gym 
1962 Francis Field complex acqui red 
1963 Bob Bl ume Greenvi l le Col lege Cross Country Invi tational began 
1963 H.  J .  Long Outstanding Senior Athl ete Award began 
1964 National Chri stian Co l l ege Physi cal Education Association met 
at Greenvi l l e  Col l ege 
1964 Robert E. Stroud Most Val uabl e  Basebal l Pl ayer Award began 
1964 Women' s varsity field hockey team began 
1965 J im ,  B i l l ,  Fl oyd Staff Outstanding Basebal l Award began 
1968 Women ' s  varsity vol l eyba l l  team began 
1970 Most Valuable Runner Cross Country Award began 
1971 Women ' s  varsity softba l l  team began 
1972 Art Bol l i nger Basketbal l Captai n ' s  Award began 
1972 Scott Jay Burgess Memorial Tennis Complex Dedication 
1972 Scott Jay Burgess Outstanding Freshman Basketba l l  Pl ayer Award 
began 
1975 June Starr Strahl Outstanding Women ' s  Senior Athletic Award 
began 
1976 John M. Strahl Outstandi ng Senior Physical Education Award 
began 
1976 Prairie Col lege Conference di sbanded 
1978 Ronald Faul kner Memorial Schol arship estab l i shed 
1978 Women ' s  varsity track and field team began 
1978 Strahl named Associ ate Vice President of Devel opment for Al umni 
Affairs 
Appendix H 
GREENVILLE COLLEGE COACHING STAFFS BY SPORT/YEAR 
Men ' s  Tennis 
1947-1949 Dr. A. B .  Qua l l  
1950-1953 John M. Strahl 
1954-1957 John M. Strahl and W. Brock Brentl i nger 
1958-1967 John M. Strahl 
1968-1969 John M. Strahl and Paul Morgan 
1970 John M .  Strahl and Jon F in ley 
1971-1980 John M. Strahl 
Men ' s  Basketbal l 
1944-1947 Homer Cunni ngham 
1948-1949 A. Hal l am Crum 
1950 Richard S. Brumitt 
1951-1965 John M. Strahl 
1966-1967 Robert E .  Smith 
1968-1972 Thomas D .  Morgan 
1973- 1976 Roland Fl etcher 
1977-1980 Jack Trager 
Men ' s  Track and Field 
1952-1953 John M. Strahl 
1954 Rol Brumitt and Jack Trager 
1955 Dr. Cunningham 
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1956-1960 Peter Wickman 
1961 Les Wothke 
1962-1967 Bob Bl ume 
1968-1972 Thomas D.  Morgan 
1973 Roland F letcher and Dick  Dickinson 
1974 Roland Fletcher 
1975 Thomas D.  Morgan and Jim  Scott 
1976 Thomas D. Morgan and John A .  Holak  
1977-1980 John A. Holak 
Men ' s  Baseba l l  
1947 Homer Cunni ngham 
1948-1949 A. Hal l am Crum 
1950 Richard Brumitt 
1951-1953 Guy Del amarter 
1955-1958 John M. Strahl 
1959-1961 W. Richard Stephens 
1962-1966 Robert E .  Smith 
1967 Robert E. Smith and Mi ke Randa l l  
1968 Robert E.  Smith ,  D .  Cassel l ,  and B.  Burge 
1969 Robert E. Smi th,  Doug Tkachuk, and Dick  Kraft 
1970-1971 David A ltopp and Doug Howard 
1972 Robert E. Smith, David Altopp, and Paul Morgan 
1973 Robert E. Smith and Paul Morgan 
1974 Robert E. Smith 
1975 Gene Odom 
1976 David Al topp and Marty Daily 
1977-1979 David Al topp 
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1980 Marty Dai ly 
Men ' s  Cross Country 
1956 Peter Wickman 
1957-1959 John M. Strahl 
1960 John M. Strahl and Ralph Moorehouse 
1961 Robert E .  Smith 
1962-1966 Bob Bl ume 
1967-1968 Robert E .  Smith and Dr. Leon Winslow 
1969-1971 David Al topp 
1972-1974 Roger Haun 
1975-1980 John A. Holak 
Men ' s  Soccer 
1957 Spencer Mulhol l and 
1958 Spencer Mul holl and and A l i  Kurdieh 
1959-1960 Al i Kurdieh 
1961 John M. Strahl and Dave Doty 
1962-1965 John M .  Strahl 
1966 John M. Strahl and Howard Barnes 
1967-1968 John M. Strahl and Ron Gol dsmith 
1969-1970 John M. Strahl and Phi l Storer 
1971 Phi l Storer 
1972-1979 W. James Stuart 
Men ' s  Gol f 
1949-1960 Spencer Mulho l l and 
1961-1963 R. Simmonds 
1964 W. Richard Stephens 
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1965-1969 John M. Strahl 
1970-1973 Royal Mulhol l and 
1974-1975 Roger Haun 
1976 Roland Fl etcher 
1977-1980 Jack Trager 
Women ' s  Basketbal l  
1953-1962 June Strahl 
1963-1966 Mari lyn Starr 
1967 Sharon A lger 
1968-1973 Phyl l i s  Hol mes 
1974 Lynn Simpson 
1975-1980 Phyl l i s  Holmes 
Women' s Softbal l 
1971-1972 Phyl l is Hol mes 
1973 Lynn Simpson 
1974 Phyl l i s  Holmes 
1975-1980 Lynn Simpson 
Women ' s  Tenni s 
1960 Coach Bedel l 
1961-1962 June Strahl 
1963-1968 Marilyn Starr 
1969 Sue Carlton 
1970-1971 Debbie Wi ngard 
1973-1975 Lynn Simpson 
1976 Phyl l i s  Holmes 
1977 Nancy Davenport 
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1978-1979 Pam Craig 
Women' s Vol leybal l 
1968-1971 Phy l l i s  Holmes 
1972 Debbie Wingard 
1973-1979 Lynn S impson 
Wome n ' s  F ie ld  Hockey 
1964-1968 Mari lyn Starr 
1969 Sue Carlton 
1970-1971 Mari lyn Starr 
1972 Debbie Wingard 
1973 Lynn Simpson 
1974 Phyl l i s  Holmes 
1975-1978 Lynn Simpson 
Women ' s  Track and Field 
1978-1980 Pam Craig 
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Appendix I 
TENNIS TEAM MEMBERS BY YEAR 
1950 
D. Bl owers w. Kendal l  
L. Dicki nson B. King 
B.  Gaffner A. McAl ister 
B. Hul l K. Smith 
1951 
D.  Bl owers A. McAl ister 
B .  Gaff ner B .  McCormick 
w. Kendal l K. Smith 
1952 
w. Banks B.  McCormick 
D .  Bl owers K. Smith 
D .  Hamby 
1953 
L. Britton B .  Coates 
R.  Brumitt J .  Huntsi nger 
R.  Brumitt K. Smith 
1958 
G. Bede l l  B .  Joseph 
c .  Carey B .  Smout 
R. Carey B .  Snyder 
s .  El l i s  
1959 
B .  Augustine M. Mi 1 1  er 
G .  Bede l l  D. Seyler 
R. E l l  i s  B .  Snyder 
B.  Joseph 
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1960 
G.  Bede l l  M. Mi 1 1  er 
J. B i  mes D .  Seyler 
R. El l i s  B .  Snyder 
B.  Joseph 
1961 
J .  B i  mes H. S iefken 
J .  F in ley B .  Snyder 
R. Mul ho 1 1  and 
1962 
J .  B i  mes M. Mi 11 er 
B. Cl ark H .  Siefken 
J .  F in ley R.  Sl aughter 
E.  Kl i ne B. Snyder 
1963 
J .  B i  mes s. George 
B. Brooks G. Hol l oway 
J .  F in ley E. Kl i ne 
1964 
B.  Brooks E.  Kl i ne 
G.  Early P .  Morgan 
s .  George T. Spurl i n  
D .  Hunter 
1965 
G.  Hol l oway J .  Newel l 
D. Hunter T. Spur l i n  
R .  Leidtke J .  Wickersham 
J .  Mayse J .  Wojakowski 
P .  Morgan D .  Wol kins  
1966 
K. D i l lman D. Rocke 
D. Draper T. Spur l i n  
s.  George J .  Wickersham 
D .  Hunter J .  Wojakowski 
J .  Mayse D. Wol ki ns 
E .  McKimmy 
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1967 
s. Compton D. McDonal d  
K. D i l l man E .  McKimmy 
s.  George D. Rocke 
D. Hunter T. Spur l i n  
1968 
P .  C l em D. McDonald 
D. Cunni ngham D.  Mc Kimmy 
K. Di l l man s. Mi l l er 
J .  Martin 
1969 
P. C l em s.  Mi l l er 
D. Cunni ngham G. Smout 
K. Di l lman v. Wang 
c .  Dixon 
1970 
P .  C lem s .  Mi l l er 
D .  Cunni ngham G.  Smout 
c. Dixon v. Wang 
1971 
N .  Bl ount G.  Smith 
D. Cunni ngham G.  Smout 
c .  Dixon v. Wang 
s.  Mi l ler 
1972 
N. Bl ount G.  Smout 
K. Chapman B.  Van Val i n  
R .  Huston B.  Vardy 
G. Smith 
1973 
B .  Andrews K. Hickey 
N .  Bl ount R.  Keaster 
K. Chapman B.  Van Val i n  
s.  Duneman B.  Vardy 
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1974 
s.  Christopher R. Stephens 
B. Durham G. Turner 
K. Hickey B. Vardy 
D. Spencer 
1975 
J .  Bicek D. Spencer 
s .  Chri stopher R.  Stephens 
B. Durham K. Straub 
K. Hickey G.  Turner 
G. Smith B.  Vardy 
1976 
J .  Bicek G. Smith 
D. Ferre l l  R. Stephens 
L .  Harnetiaux K. Straub 
R. Keffer D .  Widiger 
1977 
J .  Bicek R. Stephens 
D. Ferre 1 1  J. Strahl , Jr .  
G .  Goodi n K. Straub 
L. Harnetiaux R. Wel sh 
R. Smith 
1978 
B.  Berggren B. Smith 
J .  Bicek K. Stephens 
G.  Goodin K. Straub 
L. Harnetiaux R. Wel sh 
1979 
P .  Dean D. Patrick 
L. Harnetiaux K. Stephens 
E .  Hendrics J .  Strahl , Jr.  
K. Kistler R. Welsh 
1980 
K. Bennett D. Mcvicar 
B.  Dossett 
G .  Goodin 
K. Kistler 
B. Shaw 
K. Stephens 
J .  Strahl , Jr. 
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Appendix J 
BASKETBALL TEAM MEMBERS BY YEAR 
1951 
c. Carro l l  w. Kenda l l  
B. Coleman B. McCormick 
B. Cook 0. Smith 
R.  Hammer B.  Staff 
K. Ivers J .  Staff 
1952 
s.  Carrol l R .  Mason 
B .  Cook B.  Staff 
J .  Maroon J .  Staff 
1953 
R. Brumitt c .  Parr 
J .  Cawood B.  Porter 
H.  Johnson c. Sandbach 
J .  Maroon R.  Shives 
B. Noel L. Starr 
1954 
R.  Brumitt B.  Porter 
J .  Cawood c. Sandbach 
D .  Hamby P. Schaper 
J .  Johnson R.  Shives 
c .  Parr s. Young 
1955 
B .  Cook w. Porter 
D .  Hood B.  Sandbach 
c .  Lucia P .  Schaper 
D .  Maroon R.  Shives 
D .  Mi l l s  J .  Trager 
M. Ol son s.  Young 
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1956 
B.  Briner J .  Maroon 
B .  Cook 0. Mi l l s  
0. Hood w. Porter 
J .  Hopkins R.  Shives 
J .  Koch s.  Young 
0. Maroon 
1957 
c.  Bohannon J .  Koch 
0. Boi leau c .  Lo yet 
H. Burbridge J .  Maroon 
s.  Carro l l  w. Porter 
B.  Hughes T. Richey 
1958 
D .  Boi leau 0. Maroon 
H .  Burbridge D .  Mul hol l and 
s .  Carro l l  R .  Mul hol l and 
o� Johnson F. Whims 
1959 
0 .  Boi l eau T. Morgan 
H. Burbri dge R.  Mul  ho 1 1  and 
T. Comden B.  Nelson 
B. Griffin F. Whims 
0. Maroon B.  White 
1960 
B.  Bockwitz H .  Mclachlan 
0. Boi l eau T. Morgan 
H.  Burbridge F. Reader 
T. Comden E. Stoneburner 
c .  Ful l er 0. Summerlott 
s.  Kimery L. Wothke 
1961 
B.  Arnold c .  Johnson 
B.  Bockwitz s .  Kimery 
0. Colgan J .  Lund 
T. Comden G.  Meyer 
J .  Finley F. Reader 
D.  Huston T.  Young 
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1962 
B.  Arnol d  s.  Kimery 
B.  Bl ume J .  Lund 
B.  Bonzer H .  Price 
0. Col gan F .  Reader 
J .  F inley T .  Wheeler 
0. Huston T .  Young 
1963 
J .  Al exander H. Price 
0. Col gan T.  Wheeler 
c .  Finfrock P .  Wi l son 
J .  F in ley T. Young 
J .  Lund 
1964 
J .  Al exander M. Foster 
0. Al topp c .  Jackson 
A. Bol l i nger J .  Kimery 
L. Carlson E .  McKimmy 
D .  Col gan J .  Parsons 
c. Fi nfrock 
1965 
0. Al topp M .  Foster 
0 .  Ambuehl c. Jackson 
A. Bol l i nger T .  Jackson 
G.  Cardinal J .  Kimmery 
L. Carlson w. Leidner 
c. Finfrock J .  Parsons 
1952 
1953 
Berggren 
Buick 
Carro l l  
Colber 
Cul l i son 
Fritz 
Halasa 
Hasenmyer 
Hoyt 
Johnson 
Jones 
LaDue 
Myatt 
Brumitt 
Coates 
Colber 
Hamby 
Henry 
Kel ley 
Leitner 
Lucia 
Appendix K 
TRACK AND FIELD TEAM MEMBERS BY YEAR 
Reinhard 
Ross 
Roth 
Sandbach 
Sickles 
Staff 
J. Staff 
Starr 
Urfer 
Valdez 
Van Val i n  
Young 
Porter 
Rei nhard 
Roth 
Schaper 
Starr 
Stephens 
C. Young 
S. Young 
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Appendix L 
BASEBALL TEAM MEMBERS BY YEAR 
1955 
J .  Cawood c .  Lo yet 
D. Dobrinich c. Luc i a  
F .  Hi l denbrand D .  Neubauer 
J .  Hopkins w. Porter 
B.  Hurd G.  Rice 
D. Jones F .  T i l bert 
J .  Koch R.  Wahl i n  
c. Livi ngston 
1956 
R. Adomati s  J .  Koch 
K. Coffman c. Lucia 
D. Congdon D. Maroon 
J .  Gal l ogly w. Porter 
0 .  Hood R.  Wahl i n  
1957 
c .  Bohannon M. McCul l um 
E.  E l l iot 0.  Neubauer 
s. El l i s  w. Porter 
J .  Koch M. Roberston 
c .  Lucia R.  Smith 
D .  Maroon R.  Stroud 
J .  Maroon R. Wahl i n  
1958 
c. Bohannon J .  Maroon 
R .  Brown D. Newbauer 
H. Burbridge w. Porter 
c. Dippel G.  Powel l  
E. E l l iot R. Smith 
K. Hood R. Stroud 
H. Jefford R. Wahl i n  
J .  Koch 
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Appendix M 
CROSS COUNTRY TEAM MEMBERS BY YEAR 
1957 
B. Al l en R. Moorhouse 
G. Al ston D. Mul ho 1 1  and 
T. Comden D. Wiggi nton 
J .  McGuire M .  Zahniser 
1958 
B.  Al l en R.  Mul hol l and 
T. Comden H. Phi l l ips 
s.  El 1 is  D. Rogier 
R.  Moorehouse E. Stoneburner 
w. Morris c. Thompson 
1959 
T. Comden H .  Phi l l ips 
J .  Freeman H. Siefken 
c. Ful l er P .  Smith 
L. Ganton c .  Stabler 
R. Hood E.  Stoneburner 
L. Hughes D .  Van Dyke 
R. Moorehouse 
1960 
P. Andry D. Cranda l l  
L. Beardsl ee M. Karnes 
B.  Bockwitz s.  Kimery 
T. Bugbee s.  Wiggam 
T. Comden D. Wi se 
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Appendix N 
SOCCER TEAM MEMBERS BY YEAR 
1961 
T. Bugbee 0. Hazlett 
s.  Brynn J. Komai 
P .  Carlson P. Kwan 
E. Coates R. Medlock 
0 .  Datt F .  Mwangi 
D. Doty A. Ndiho 
M. Driesner K. Park 
D .  Farnsworth A. Tartir 
L. Grammer G. Tugan 
J .  Hal l ag 
1962 
T. Adams 0 .  Farnsworth 
T. Bi sset L. Grammer 
E. Coates R. Hazl ett 
H .  Cook c .  I feadi 
J .  Culp L. Lang 
D .  Datt R. Medlock 
D. Doty J .  S impson 
J .  Duewel P .  Wal l i ng 
1963 
T. Adams J .  Morris 
s. Akpaffiong J .  Neg ' eno 
M. Bush R.  Odman 
J .  Culp 0.  Rice 
J .  Cunning R. Sydnor 
0. Doty R. Tyler 
J .  Lyons P .  Wal l i ng 
1964 
H. Barnes R. Miner 
A. Bol l i nger J .  Morris 
P .  Bowen J .  Neg' eno 
J .  Cunning P .  Orr 
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R.  Goldsmith J .  Ph i  1 1  ips  
B .  Johnson J .  Simpson 
J .  Kimery R.  Tyl er 
P .  Kubricht P .  Wal l i ng 
L. Lang D. Whi teman 
R. Matheuszik  M. Wi l son 
1965 
J .  Akpaffiong J .  Ford 
s.  Balogum B .  Johnson 
H.  Barnes P .  Kubricht 
D .  B idwel l  R. Matheusz i k  
P .  Bowen R. Mi ner 
M. Bush N .  Parrish 
J .  Cunning K. Reid 
J. Edwards G.  Rocourt 
P. Egl udina P .  Wal l i ng 
E. Ekong D.  Whiteman 
D .  Folke M. Wi l son 
1966 
G.  Adams R. Mi ner 
c .  Berke P. Orr 
D. Bidwel l K. Rei d  
M. Bush G.  Rocourt 
P .  Condon P .  Storer 
D .  Daniels  M. Stoykovich 
J. Edwards P .  Vers l u i s  
s .  George D .  Whiteman 
B. Johnson M. Wi l son 
D. Mel l i  ck R .  Yarbrough 
1967 
R.  Baker c .  Potts 
M. Bush B.  Reeser 
s.  Compton K. Rei d  
P .  Condon G. Rocourt 
D.  Daniel s P .  Storer 
P .  Dauenbaugh M. Stoykovich 
R. Dora T. Tkachuk 
B .  Johnson P .  Vers l u i s  
L. Krober D .  Whitaker 
B.  McCal l D .  Whiteman 
R. Mi ner M. Wil son 
M. Oestreich R .  Yarbrough 
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1968 
G.  Bl unt B.  McCa l l  
B. Burr J. Moyer 
P. Condon R. Nunley 
D. Daniels  M. Oestreich 
P .  Dauenbaugh B.  Reeser 
P. Dresser G.  Smout 
L. Fink N .  Swanson 
J .  Gissel beck P .  Versl u i s  
L. Krober D. Whitaker 
J .  Malone R. Yarbrough 
B .  Marlow 
1969 
T. Al toff R. Maxwel l  
B .  Bi sset M. Oestreich 
G. Bl unt P .  Ows l ey 
B.  Burr G. Smout 
D. Cl ark D. Snare 
P. Dauenbaugh D. Wayman 
L. F ink J .  Weeks 
D. Goode D. Whitaker 
B. Hale D. Wi l l ard 
H. Hanks T. Wooley 
J .  Malone R.  Yarbrough 
B.  Marlow 
1970 
L. Aandahl N .  Jal l ad 
M. Al l ison B. Kaufmann 
B. Bi sset P. Koch 
G.  Bl unt D. Lee 
B .  Burr s.  Mabi l 
D. Cl ark R.  Maxwel l  
D. Dauenbaugh P. Owsley 
P .  Dauenbaugh D. Rohrs 
B .  Fai rbanks G. Smout 
D .  Goode B.  Snyder 
J .  Gruzi nsky N .  Swanson 
B. Hal e D .  Wayman 
H.  Hanks J .  Weeks 
P .  Heath 
Appendix 0 
GOLF TEAM MEMBERS BY YEAR 
1965 
B.  Burtch D.  Mewhi rter 
L. Carlson K. Schmidt 
B.  Kings l ey 
1966 
B.  Burtch B.  McKee 
B .  Kings ley D.  Mewhi rter 
R. Li edtke D. Wel kins 
1967 
c .  Bonesteel R .  Leidtke 
B .  Burtch B.  Wi l l s  
1968 
B .  Burtch T.  Colgan 
J .  Burtch s .  Eyestone 
B .  C l i ne B.  Wi l l s  
1969 
B.  Cl i ne M. Frykhol m  
R.  Dol i nki T. Sprehe 
s.  Eyestone B.  Wi l l s  
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Appendix P 
TENNIS TEAM RESULTS BY YEAR 
1950 Record: 7 - 3 
1951 Record: 4 - 6 
1952 Record: 10 - 2 
1953 Record: 8 - 5 
1958 Record: 4 - 6 
1959 Record: 10 - 3 
1960 Record: 9 - 4 - 1 
1961 Record: 10 - 2 
1962 Record: 8 - 2 
1963 Record: 10 - 1 
1964 Record: 6 - 4 
1965 Record: 8 - 3 
1966 Record: 8 - 4 
1967 Record: 7 - 5 
1968 Record: 8 - 3 
1969 Record: 8 - 2 - 1 
1970 Record: 9 - 1 
1971 Record: 12 - 0 
1972 Record: 8 - 4 
1973 Record: 6 - 6 
1974 Record: 6 - 4 
1975 Record: 9 - 3 
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1976 Record: 5 - 7 
1977 Record: 13 - 5 
1978 Record: 8 - 8 
1979 Record: 6 - 6 
1980 Record: 4 - 5 
Appendix Q 
BASKETBALL TEAM RESULTS BY YEAR 
1951 Record: 10 - 10 
1952 Record: 16 - 8 
1953 Record: 13 - 11 
1954 Record: 12 - 9 
1955 Record: 14 - 8 
1956 Record: 25 - 5 
1957 Record: 11 - 14 
1958 Record: 13 -14 
1959 Record: 13 - 12 
1960 Record: 8 - 13 
1961 Record: 14 - 12 
1962 Record: 15 - 11 
1963 Record: 16 - 8 
1964 Record: 16 - 7 
1965 Record: 14 - 14 
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1952 
1953 
Appendix R 
TRACK AND FIELD TEAM RESULTS BY YEAR 
Record: 2 - 1 
Record: 0 - 2 
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1955 
1956 
1957 
1958 
Appendix S 
BASEBALL TEAM RESULTS BY YEAR 
Record: 7 - 5 
Record: 7 - 6 
Record: 10 - 4 
Record: 7 4 
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1957 
1958 
1959 
1960 
Appendix T 
CROSS COUNTRY TEAM RESULTS BY YEAR 
Record: 4 - 1 
Record: 0 - 3 
Record: Incomplete records 
Record: 5 - 4 
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Appendix U 
SOCCER TEAM RESULTS BY YEAR 
1961 Record: 3 - 3 - 1 
1962 Record: 3 - 6 
1963 Record: 3 - 6 
1964 Record: 2 - 7 
1965 Record: 5 - 4 - 1 
1966 Record: 4 - 3 - 2 
1967 Record: 4 - 4 - 2 
1968 Record: 1 - 8 
1969 Record: 1 - 10 
1970 Record: 6 - 6 
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1965 
1966 
1967 
1968 
1969 
Record: 
Record: 
Record: 
Record: 
Record: 
Appendix V 
GOLF TEAM RESULTS BY YEAR 
4th i n  Conference 
4th i n  Conference 
1 - 4 
3 - 5 
1 - 7 
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